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Before you begin
This is the record of Catholicism in The Sacred Divide. It has 27 sections,
the same 27 used for every tradition, so that any section can be set beside
the same section for another. Every fact is sourced.

Before each section, a short note says what the section is built to show,
so you know what you are looking at before you read the detail.

After each section, a note headed Why this matters to you points at the
part of the section most likely to touch an ordinary reader: a member, a
donor, a parent, a voter, someone thinking about leaving, or someone
outside forming an opinion. It usually ends with a question. The
questions are not traps. They are the ones a careful reader would
ask anyway.

The hard questions in section 23 are set out one at a time: the question,
why it is asked, and an example already documented in this record.

Where a note states a fact, the fact comes from this record's own tables
and cited sources or, in a few places, from a well-known research finding
named in the text. Corrections are logged, with their dates, in the last
section, What changed on this page.
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How to read this
Every religion in The Sacred Divide is laid out the same way, in the same
27 sections, so that any section can be compared across religions. This file
examines institutions, offices, money and power. It does not judge
anyone's faith or the truth of any belief.

Evidence grades
Each of the 30 techniques carries a grade for how it is established in
this tradition.

C O D I F I E D  Written policy, published rule, contractual requirement, or

a procedure the institution has confirmed in its own documents. The
strongest grade and the hardest to deny.

D O C U M E N T E D  Established by court judgment, government inquiry,

regulatory action, or financial filing. Not the institution's own words, but
a body with subpoena power.

TA U G H T  Repeated leadership instruction from platform, publication,

or curriculum, without a formal rule. Deniable as emphasis rather than
policy.

C U LT U R A L  Community enforcement the institution neither

mandates nor prevents. Real in effect, unattributable by design — the
highest-deniability grade. A volume graded mostly Cultural has not been
cleared of anything: it means the page names no document that makes the
institution responsible. Cultural does not mean minor, and it is not a
finding of absence.
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C O N T E S T E D  Occurs in some parts of the tradition and is actively

opposed in others. Generalizing this grade across a whole tradition is a
misuse of it.

R E F O R M E D  Documented historically and materially changed since —

policy withdrawn, practice ended, or independent oversight accepted.
Recorded because omitting it would be dishonest.

U N G R A D E D  Present in the source material without a grade assigned

yet. Read as an unverified pattern claim, not as a finding.

Receipts
Bracketed labels such as O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  name the kind of source a
claim rests on.

Official policy. The institution's own written rule: handbook, canon,
policy letter, catechism, trust deed, temple recommend question. The
strongest evidence available, because it cannot be attributed to a rogue
individual.

Court record. Judgments, convictions, filings, and testimony given under
oath. Adversarially tested, which is more than most religious claims about
themselves have been.

Government inquiry. Royal commissions, grand juries, parliamentary
and state investigations with subpoena power. Where these exist they are
usually the best record of what an institution did rather than said.

Regulatory action. Findings and penalties from bodies like the SEC or
consumer-protection regulators. Narrow in scope, unusually precise in
what they establish.

Financial record. Filings, audited statements, tax returns, disclosed
compensation, property transactions. Frequently the only place an
institution tells the truth about its priorities.
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Leadership statement. Recorded sermons, conference addresses,
published letters. The institution in its own voice, to its own people, on
the record.

Independent investigation. Reports commissioned by the institution
but conducted externally. Weaker than a court and far stronger than a
press release — and notable when the institution publishes them in full.

Academic source. Peer-reviewed history, sociology, and demography. Best
for context, structure, and scale; weaker for specific institutional conduct.

Former member testimony. Firsthand accounts from people who were
inside. Indispensable and interested at once — graded as testimony, never
presented as documentary proof.

Pattern observed. A recurring configuration with no single document
behind it. Labeled as an observation rather than a finding, and the weakest
claim type in this codex.

Method
Separation of targets. This codex analyzes institutional control patterns,
never the worth of believers or the truth of beliefs. Theology is out of
scope; behavior, money, and power are in scope.

Pattern over anecdote. A tactic is attributed to a tradition's high-control
expressions only where the mechanism recurs — one bad congregation
proves nothing; the same architecture in a hundred proves the
architecture.

Evidence weighting. Every factual claim carries a bracketed source-type
label and should carry a grade (A–D). Claims marked S O U RC E  N E E D E D

or PAT T E R N  O B S E RV E D  are analysis, not established fact, and must not

be published as fact.

Steelman rule. Every tactic section presents the institution's strongest
defense before countering it. If the defense cannot be stated in a form its
adherents would recognize, the counter is not yet earned.
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Asymmetry honesty. Similar tactic does not mean identical severity. A
shunning policy that costs your entire family is not the same as a
community that cools toward doubters, and the codex must never flatten
that difference.

The mirror rule. Any framework this powerful can itself be misused — to
smear traditions, flatter one's own, or manufacture grievance. The self-
audit and language guardrails apply to this project as much as to any
institution it examines.

Citations
A small raised number in the text links to the matching item in this
religion's Sources, near the end. Every source was checked, and the date of
the last check is shown at the top.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The whole page on one screen: how big Catholicism is, who sits at the top,
how that person is chosen and whether anyone can remove them, where
the money comes from, and what leaving costs. The disclosure scorecard
underneath asks six yes-or-no questions any charity or public company
would be expected to answer. Every later section expands one of
these rows.

S I Z E ~1.4 billion baptized (2023). O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  ·  Vatican Annuarium Statisticum

W H O ' S  I N  C H A R G E Supreme Pontiff — Leo XIV — Robert Francis Prevost, the first
American-born pope, elected 8 May 2025 by 133 cardinal-electors after the
death of Francis

C H O S E N  B Y A conclave whose every elector was appointed by a previous pope.

R E M O VA B L E  B Y Nobody. Canon law provides no mechanism to remove a pope; even
resignation must be his own free act.

M O N E Y  I N  O N E

L I N E

The money comes from Peter's Pence, diocesan appeals, parish collections,
school systems and hospital networks, and the Church holds one of the
largest real-estate portfolios in the world.

L E AV I N G  I N  O N E

L I N E

Leaving can bring excommunication and the denial of the sacraments, and
for the devout this is framed as risking eternal loss.

01 At a glance
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T H E  U N A N S W E R E D

Q U E S T I O N

Every national inquiry found the files existed and were kept. Cardinal Law
resigned in 2002 under public pressure 44 . Which bishop has ever been
removed by Rome, under a published rule, for keeping the files sealed?

E V I D E N C E 4 of 30 techniques sourced to a named document; grades: Codified 18,
Documented 6, Cultural 5, Reformed 1

FA M I LY Christianity — christianity, catholicism, eastern-orthodoxy, oriental-
orthodoxy, anglicanism, protestant-evangelical, pentecostal-charismatic,
plymouth-brethren

L A S T  C H E C K E D 2026-10-03

Disclosure scorecard

A C C O U N T S PAY S A F E G U A R D I N G
E X T E R N A L

F I R S T R E M O VA L R E P LY

PA RT I A L N O Y E S PA RT I A L N O PA RT I A L

Y Yes — established from a public source · P Partial — true of some parts of the tradition, or

true in some jurisdictions · N No — not established from any public source · ? Not assessable

— no institutional apex exists to assess
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

The glance table's answer to who chooses
the top office is "A conclave whose every
elector was appointed by a previous pope",
and to who can remove its holder, "Nobody.
Canon law provides no mechanism to
remove a pope; even resignation must be his
own free act". Read that as though it
described the board of a pension fund

holding your savings. Would you accept the
arrangement there? The scorecard finds no
public evidence of leaders' pay or a written
removal procedure. It does find a public
safeguarding policy, and that deserves credit.
Each "No" is something the institution
could publish tomorrow. Ask yourself why
it hasn't.

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

One ordinary day, told from inside. The person is a composite
built from documented patterns, not a real individual. The point
is to make the structure visible at human scale: phrases like
"removal mechanism" or "giving record" are easy to read past, but
a Tuesday organized around them is not.

Maria · A Tuesday in Lent · A parish town in a Catholic country

02 A day inside
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M ass at seven, because Tuesday is the day she goes before work,
and because Father Dominic notices. Not unkindly. He
simply notices, and being noticed is how she has understood
her standing for thirty years.

She does not go up for communion. She has not gone up since the
annulment paperwork stalled, which was two years ago, and which means
she is married to Paolo in the eyes of the state and to nobody in the eyes of
the Church. She kneels while the others pass her pew. Her mother, who is
eighty-one and sits with her, has stopped asking.

At the office she calls the diocesan tribunal for the fourth time. A woman
takes her details again. The file is with the judge. There is no timeline. She
says thank you, twice, and hangs up, and then sits with her hands flat on
the desk for a moment.

Her son Matteo is at the Catholic school, which is the good school, which
costs what it costs. His teacher emails about a form. At lunch Maria reads
that the diocese three provinces over has filed something in court about
parish assets, and that the parish involved is one where a priest was moved
twice. She reads two paragraphs and then puts the phone in her bag.

Her mother mentions, at dinner, that Nonna's funeral was beautiful and
that she hopes hers will be in the same church. Maria says of course. She
does not say that she has been told her own burial may be a question,
because she does not actually know whether that is true, and there is
nobody she can ask who is not also the person who decides.

At eleven she prays the rosary because her hands know it, and the words
go where words have always gone, somewhere older than the tribunal and
the file and the woman on the phone. That part is intact. It is the only part
she is certain of, and she does not examine the fact that she has begun to
think of it as separate from the rest.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Did any moment in that day feel familiar: a cost

nobody questions, a door nobody can see how to

open? The section of this page that explains that

moment is the one to read first. If nothing felt

familiar, ask whether that's because it isn't your life,

or because the patterns have become normal to you.

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The page's thesis in one place. First, the single question the
documented record could not answer. Then the widest gap
between what the institution says and what the record shows,
one cost of leaving set beside how it is officially denied, and
the strongest objection to this whole page, answered rather
than dismissed.

03 The forefront
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You may have knelt in a building older than your
country. You may have felt something at the
consecration that no argument in this book will
touch, and no argument in this book is aimed at it.
But you were also taught that the institution and
the grace are the same thing — and everything
that follows is about who benefits from that
particular lesson.

T H E  U N A N S W E R E D  Q U E S T I O N

Every national inquiry found the files
existed and were kept. Cardinal Law
resigned in 2002 under public
pressure 44. Which bishop has ever
been removed by Rome, under
a published rule, for keeping the
files sealed?
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The widest gap between
word and record

T H E Y  S AY T H E  R E C O R D  S H O W S R E C E I P T

Zero tolerance for

abuse, since 2002.

National inquiries in Australia, France and Ireland, and state grand juries

in the United States, found the institution's own files documenting

transfers rather than reports, some after 2002.

G OV E R N M E N T

R E P O RT

One cost of leaving, beside
its denial

C O S T D O C U M E N T E D ? D E TA I L T H E  O F F I C I A L  D E N I A L

Sacramental

access

Yes Denial of communion, absolution,

marriage, and Catholic burial

“Sacraments require disposition,

not punishment.”
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The strongest objection,
answered
The objection. You are attacking the Church using its worst decades and
ignoring a billion faithful.

What is true in it. The Church is also the largest non-governmental
provider of healthcare and education on earth, and most Catholics have
experienced nothing but ordinary parish life.

The answer. Nearly every serious claim here rests on findings by
governments and the Church's own courts — Australia's Royal
Commission, France's CIASE (the Independent Commission on Sexual
Abuse in the Church), U.S. grand juries, the Vatican's own conviction of a
cardinal. That is not an outsider's characterization. It is the institution's
paper, read back.

Sources for this section: 9  10  44

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Try answering the unanswered question
yourself: Every national inquiry found the
files existed and were kept. Cardinal Law
resigned in 2002 under public pressure.
Which bishop has ever been removed by

Rome, under a published rule, for keeping the
files sealed? If you can't, who could, and
would asking them be welcome? How an
institution reacts to a fair question often
tells you more than the answer does.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

What genuinely works in Catholicism, stated first and separately
from any critique. That is a standing rule of this book: no
tradition is reduced to its worst documented moments.
Anything criticized later is measured against the best of what is
described here.

The largest single Christian institution (~1.4 billion
baptized members), led by the Pope and organized
through a global hierarchy of dioceses, religious
orders, schools, hospitals, and charities.

Healthy practice here looks like religious orders and parishes that keep
open-book finances, and lay review boards with real power over what
happens to an allegation.

The tradition has its own reform currents. The Second Vatican Council
taught the dignity of conscience. Liberation theology asked the Church to
take a "preferential option for the poor", measuring it by how it treats
those with least. Survivor advocacy groups, among them SNAP (the
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests) and ECA (Ending Clergy
Abuse), forced the inquiries the hierarchy resisted.

04 What healthy looks like here
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Some of that standard is already on the record. The French bishops
commissioned the CIASE report and let it be published in full 13 . In 2019
the pontifical secret was lifted from abuse cases 3 , and Vos estis lux mundi,
a motu proprio (a law the pope issues on his own initiative) of the same
year, set out reporting duties for clergy abuse and cover-up 2 . Since 2021
the Holy See's property office (APSA) has published a balance sheet 6 , and
the Vatican bank has published annual reports since 2013 7 . Each is a place
where the institution met the standard this page applies, and each is
recorded here as credit.

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

A bias check before the critique. People tend
to read criticism of their own group as an
attack and criticism of other groups as
simply true. Social psychologists call this in-
group bias; it shows up even when the
groups are assigned at random (Tajfel's

"minimal group" experiments, 1971). If you
belong here, did this section feel fair? If you
don't, did anything in it surprise you? The
surprise is a rough measure of what you
had assumed.

Religious orders and
parishes practicing open-
book finances; lay review
boards with real power.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

A dated timeline and a few moments where the direction
changed. Dates matter because they show that most rules had a
beginning. A rule that began in a particular year, for a particular
reason, is a rule that can be examined, and sometimes retired.

The institution has developed continuously from the early church of
Rome. Papal primacy was consolidated across the first millennium, and
medieval Christendom fused the Church with European political power.
In 1929 the Lateran Treaty created the Vatican City State, which made the
Church a sovereign government as well as a religion.

Timeline
History at a glance

1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Numbered markers match the timeline below; spacing is proportional to the years.

05 History
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1 S T  C E N T U RY

Christian community at Rome; tradition of Peter's ministry
there
Foundation of a later primacy claim.

1

2 N D – 4 T H  C .

Roman bishops assert precedence; imperial establishment
The see of Rome gains political as well as spiritual weight.

2

5 T H – 1 1 T H  C .

Papal claims consolidate; Papal States established
The Church becomes a territorial sovereign — a government with
sacraments.

3

1 0 5 4

East–West Schism
Rome's universal jurisdiction claim becomes the permanent dividing
line.

4

1 1 5 0 – 1 3 0 0

Canon law systematized; Inquisition established; universities
founded
A parallel legal system emerges that can prosecute belief.

5

1 5 4 5 – 1 5 6 3

Council of Trent responds to the Reformation
Clerical control of sacraments and interpretation is hardened by
design.

6
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1 8 7 0

First Vatican Council defines papal infallibility; Papal States
lost
Doctrinal authority is maximized precisely as temporal territory
disappears.

7

1 9 2 9

Lateran Treaty creates Vatican City State
The Church regains sovereignty — with diplomatic immunity and
no external audit.

8

1 9 6 2 – 6 5

Second Vatican Council
Conscience, vernacular liturgy, and lay participation open genuine
reform channels.

9

1 9 8 5 – P R E S E N T

Global abuse crisis: Boston 2002, Australian Royal
Commission 2017, French CIASE 2021, U.S. grand juries
Independent inquiries document that the pattern was institutional
management, not isolated failure. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT

10

2 0 1 3 – P R E S E N T

Financial reform attempts; Cardinal Becciu convicted 2023,
partial retrial ordered 2026
First criminal conviction of a cardinal in the Vatican's own court —
partial transparency under external pressure. C O U RT  R E C O R D

11
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Moments in the room

1962 — Crimen sollicitationis
A Holy Office instruction directed that clergy solicitation cases be handled under the secret of the
Holy Office, binding participants — including, in effect, victims — to silence under threat of
excommunication. It was sent to bishops and not published.

Why it matters. Not a failure of a system but the system working. Every national inquiry that
followed found bishops who had files and rules for keeping them, and this is the document the
rules descended from.

January 2002 — The Boston Globe publishes the
pattern, not the priest
Spotlight's first story was about John Geoghan. The second was about the archdiocese's own
records showing the transfers — the pattern of moving priests between parishes. Court-ordered
document release did what forty years of internal process had not.

Why it matters. The pivot from 'a bad priest' to 'a filing system.' Every subsequent commission
— Ireland, Australia, Pennsylvania, France, Germany — followed documents rather than
testimony, because Boston proved the documents existed.
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October 2021 — 216,000, and then the number
moves
France's independent CIASE commission reported an estimated 216,000 minors abused by clergy
since 1950, rising to around 330,000 including lay church personnel. The Church itself
had commissioned it. Days later the head of the bishops' conference said the seal of
confession was "stronger than the laws of the Republic", rejecting the report's central
reporting recommendation.

Why it matters. An institution paid for the count and then contested it in public within a week.
This is what accountability looks like when the accountable party keeps the right to interpret
the audit.

Sources for this section: 9  10  25

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Pick one rule that shapes your week and look for it

on the timeline. If it has a start date, it was decided

by people at a particular moment, for reasons of that

moment. Were you taught it as timeless? What

would it mean for you if it turned out to be younger

than your grandparents' grandparents?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Catholicism is not one bloc. This section maps the main branches
and variants, so that nothing documented about one community
is read as true of all of them.

The Church is made up of the Latin (Roman) Church and 23 Eastern
Catholic churches, and its religious orders govern themselves to a
large degree.

Sources for this section: 25

B R A N C H W H E R E W H AT  D I F F E R S  O N  T H I S  PA G E ' S  Q U E S T I O N S

Latin (Roman)

Church

Worldwide; by far the

largest 36

The whole apex chain on this page: the pope, the Curia (the Vatican's

central government departments), and diocesan bishops 1 .

23 Eastern

Catholic

Churches

Middle East, Eastern

Europe, India, Africa

and diaspora 36

Self-governing (sui iuris) churches in communion with Rome, with their

own liturgies and, in several, married priests 36 .

Religious orders

and prelatures

Worldwide Orders and prelatures (church jurisdictions defined by their members

rather than by territory) have their own governments. In 2022 Opus Dei's

prelate lost episcopal rank and its oversight moved to another Vatican office
38 .

06 Branches & variants
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Traditionalists

(SSPX)

Worldwide Four bishops ordained without a papal mandate (the pope's written authorization to

consecrate a bishop) were excommunicated in 1988; the excommunications were lifted

in 2009, but the society's status is still irregular 37 .

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

If you know one community of Catholicism, you

know one community. Most bad generalizations

about a religion, and most unfair defenses of it,

come from treating one branch as the whole. Which

branch is the one you picture when you hear the

name? Is that picture yours, or one you were given

by news coverage or by the community itself?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The organizational chart: how many people and institutions there
are, where authority sits, who holds the top office, and who holds
what beneath it. The question to keep in mind is simple: if the
person at the top got something badly wrong, what written
procedure exists to correct or remove them?

Latin (Roman) Rite
plus 23 Eastern Catholic
churches; religious orders
operate semi-autonomously.

07 Structure
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Size and shape

Adherents ~1.4 billion baptized (2023). O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  ·  Vatican Annuarium Statisticum

Regions The largest Catholic populations are in Brazil, Mexico, the Philippines, the United States, Italy, France, DR

Congo and Nigeria. Growth is fastest in Africa.

Trend The Church is growing in Africa and Asia. It is in sharp decline in Europe and Latin America, where

Pentecostal churches compete for members and many Catholics stop identifying with the Church. Vocations

to the priesthood are falling in the West.

Participation These are baptism counts, not participation counts. Mass attendance in many historically Catholic countries

is under 15 per cent while identification remains a majority, and the gap between 'Catholic' and 'under

Church authority' is therefore enormous.

Authority
It is the most formally centralized religious hierarchy on earth.
Authority runs from the pope to the Curia, to bishops and to priests,
and that chain holds exclusive power to ordain, absolve,
excommunicate and define doctrine.

The ordained hold a monopoly on the sacraments: valid access to
confession, the Eucharist, marriage and last rites runs through them.
That monopoly is the leverage.
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Canon law (the Church's own legal code) operates as a parallel legal
system, and it was historically used to process abuse allegations
internally. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT  ·  multiple national inquiries — Australia Royal

Commission 2017, French CIASE 2021, U.S. grand juries

The top of the chain
The most completely mapped hierarchy on
earth, which makes the accountability audit
unusually easy: follow any arrow and watch where
it terminates.
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Sacramental monopoly:
valid access to confession,
Eucharist, marriage,
and last rites runs
through the ordained.
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Where the arrows end

Supreme Pontiff

C H O S E N  B Y

A conclave whose
every elector was
appointed by a
previous pope

R E M O VA B L E  B Y

Nobody.
Canon law
provides no
mechanism to
remove a pope;
even resignation
must be his own
free act

Secretary of
State

The pope alone.

C H O S E N  B Y

Appointed by the
pope

Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the

Faith

The pope alone.

C H O S E N  B Y

Appointed by the
pope

Your diocese

The pope alone.

C H O S E N  B Y

Appointed by the
pope from a
shortlist drawn up
by the nuncio (the
pope's ambassador to
that country); the
laity are never
consulted

Each arrow points to whoever can remove the office below it. From the table that follows.

O F F I C E W H O  S I T S  I N  I T  N O W C H O S E N  B Y R E M O VA B L E  B Y

Supreme

Pontiff

Leo XIV — Robert Francis Prevost, the

first American-born pope, elected 8 May

2025 by 133 cardinal-electors after the

death of Francis

A conclave whose every

elector was appointed

by a previous pope

Nobody. Canon law provides no

mechanism to remove a pope; even

resignation must be his own free act

Secretary of

State

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, since 2013 Appointed by the pope The pope alone
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Dicastery for the Doctrine of the

Faith — the Vatican department

(dicastery) that processes clergy-abuse

cases under pontifical secrecy rules

Cardinal Víctor

Manuel

Fernández, since

2023

Appointed by the pope The pope alone

Your diocese Your bishop —

findable by name

in under a minute

Appointed by the pope from a

shortlist drawn up by the nuncio

(the pope's ambassador to that

country); the laity are never

consulted

The pope alone. No

parish, priest, or

national body can

remove a bishop

T H E  T E L L

Every arrow points up and terminates in an office that answers to
nothing below it. When the next scandal breaks, this chart is why the
sentence 'who was held accountable' has no subject.

Who holds what

E N T I T Y T Y P E H O L D E R H O L D S

W H Y  I T

M AT T E R S  T O

Y O U R E C E I P T

The Roman

Pontiff and the

Roman Curia

Governing

office

The reigning

Pope and

dicastery

prefects

Doctrine,

appointment of every

bishop, and final

canonical authority

Whether your

marriage, your child's

baptism, and your

burial are valid

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY  ·  canon

law
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APSA —

Administration of

the Patrimony of the

Apostolic See

Treasury Curial appointees The Holy See's

real estate and

investment

patrimony

Where Peter's

Pence actually

goes

F I NAN C I AL

R E C O R D  ·

Vatican financial

statements, partially

published since 2021

Institute for the

Works of Religion

(IOR)

Bank Board of

superintendence

and a cardinal

commission

Deposits and

transfers for

religious institutes

worldwide

The account

your parish's

money passes

through

F I NAN C I AL

R E C O R D  ·  IOR

annual reports

Cardinal Angelo

Becciu

Individual,

adjudicated

Former Substitute

of the Secretariat

of State

Convicted by the

Vatican's own

criminal court in

the London

property affair

(2023); a partial

retrial was ordered

on appeal in 2026

Proof the

institution can

prosecute a

cardinal when it

chooses to

C O U RT

R E C O R D  ·

Vatican City State

criminal court,

December 2023

Diocesan

corporations sole (a

legal form in which

the bishop, as holder

of the office, is the

corporation) and

their bankruptcy

filings

Legal

structure

The diocesan

bishop as sole

corporate officer

Parish assets,

retitled in several

jurisdictions ahead

of abuse

judgments

Whether the

parish your

grandparents

built can be sold

to pay a

settlement

C O U RT

R E C O R D  ·  U.S.

diocesan bankruptcy

proceedings
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Catholic

health

systems

Commercial

and clinical

System

boards and

sponsoring

religious

bodies

Some of the largest

hospital networks in

the United States,

operating under

religious directives

Which procedures

your hospital will

perform on you,

whatever you

believe

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY  ·  Ethical and

Religious Directives /

GOVERNMENT

REPORT

State church-

tax collection

(Germany,

Austria)

Statutory

revenue

National tax

authorities on

the Church's

behalf

Billions annually, with

membership operating

as a tax status

A line on your

payslip you must

file a government

form to remove

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY  ·

Kirchensteuer

The Holy See

as a sovereign

state

Diplomatic Secretariat of

State

UN observer status,

diplomatic immunity,

and concordats

(treaties between the

Holy See and a state)

with dozens of

governments

Reproductive and

family law in

countries where the

Church negotiates

as a state

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY  ·  Lateran

Treaty; UN observer

status

Sources for this section: 5  6  7  8  9  10  13  14  15  20

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Every cardinal who elects a pope was
appointed by a previous pope, and canon
law has no procedure for removing one.
Most Catholics know the first fact. Few have
thought about the second. If you are

Catholic, the chain of accountability above
your parish priest ends in a single office that
no one can correct against its will. Does that
change how you think about the phrase "the
Church has spoken"?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

What states actually do. That includes how they fund, protect,
regulate or enforce the tradition, and which outside body, if any,
can compel an answer from it. For most readers, this is where the
institution meets their own passport.

C O U N T RY W H AT  T H E  S TAT E  D O E S T H E  A C C O U N TA B I L I T Y  Q U E S T I O N

Germany Collects church tax (Kirchensteuer, a

surcharge on registered members' income

tax) through the tax office — €6.75bn for

the Catholic dioceses in 2025 20

Leaving means a formal civil declaration, which ends the tax
20

Austria The church collects its own contribution,

enforced through the civil courts

—

Ireland Mandatory reporting to the child and

family agency, with no exemption for

confession (2015) 17

The Ryan, Murphy and Cloyne reports 16

United

States

Churches are exempt from filing Form

990, the public annual return other US

charities must file. Scrutiny comes from

state attorneys general and grand juries
15 18

44 dioceses and religious organisations have filed for

bankruptcy protection, with 15 cases still pending (March

2026) 11 ; a Washington state law requiring priests to report

abuse heard in confession was blocked in 2025 12

08 Law & state here
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Philippines No divorce law — the only

state besides Vatican City 23

With no divorce law, the legal route out of a marriage is a civil

annulment or declaration of nullity; a church annulment is needed to

remarry in church but has no civil effect 43

Vatican City /

Holy See

A sovereign state with its own

criminal court, and a UN

observer 9 24

"The First See is judged by no one" (canon 1404) 1

Who can compel an answer
The only bodies that have ever compelled disclosure here are civil:
national commissions of inquiry, grand juries, courts, and charity
regulators where dioceses are registered charities. For anything involving a
minor, the safeguarding authority and the police outrank every internal
process, including canonical ones.

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Where you live decides a lot. In Germany
the state collects church tax through the tax
office: €6.75 billion for the Catholic
dioceses in 2025. Leaving is a formal civil
declaration that ends the payment. In
Ireland, mandatory reporting now reaches

into church settings. If you are a German
taxpayer, did you know that leaving is a
form at the registry office? If you live
somewhere else, who in your country could
compel a diocese to produce its files?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Where the money comes from, how each flow is justified, how it
can be used to control, and who benefits. Read it the way you
would read any organization you give to: what is disclosed, what is
not, and who decides.

Where it comes from
The money comes from Peter's Pence, diocesan appeals, parish
collections, school systems and hospital networks, and the Church
holds one of the largest real-estate portfolios in the world.

Vatican finances have historically been opaque, and reforms remain
partial. The 2023 conviction of Cardinal Angelo Becciu for financial
crimes over the London property affair was the first trial of a cardinal
by the Vatican's own criminal court. In March 2026 the Vatican’s
appeals court found procedural errors and ordered a partial retrial,
which began in June; the 2023 verdict stands until it ends. C O U RT

R E C O R D

Diocesan bankruptcy filings in abuse litigation have revealed asset-
shielding strategies (transferring parish assets ahead of judgments).

09 Money
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C O U RT  R E C O R D  /  I N V E S T I G AT I V E  R E P O RT

Follow the money

F L O W

S TAT E D

P U R P O S E H O W  I T  C O N T R O L S W H O  B E N E F I T S

Parish collections,

diocesan appeals,

Peter's Pence

Parish life,

charity, papal

charity

Funds shifted to litigation and

administration without donor

knowledge; Peter's Pence investment

use exposed

Dioceses, Curia, institutional

investments

School and hospital

systems

Education and

healthcare

Employment and tuition dependency

create leverage over families and staff

conduct clauses

Institutional networks, employers

Real-estate

portfolio

Mission

infrastructure

Assets shielded via parish-level titling

ahead of abuse judgments

The institution as corporate person

State church-tax

collection

(Germany, Austria)

Public support

for social work

Membership becomes a tax status;

leaving requires a formal civil act

Church treasuries — billions annually

F I NAN C I AL  R E C O R D  ·  German

Bishops' Conference — €6.75bn in 2025

Where the money goes, and what it holds

Parish collections,
diocesan appeals,

Peter's Pence

Dioceses, Curia,
institutional
investments

S TAT E D  P U R P O S E
Parish life, charity, papal
charity

H O W  I T  C O N T R O L S
Funds shifted to litigation
and administration without
donor knowledge; Peter's
Pence investment use
exposed
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School and hospital
systems

Institutional
networks, employers

S TAT E D  P U R P O S E
Education and healthcare

H O W  I T  C O N T R O L S
Employment and tuition
dependency create leverage
over families and staff
conduct clauses

Real-estate
portfolio

The institution as
corporate person

S TAT E D  P U R P O S E
Mission infrastructure

H O W  I T  C O N T R O L S
Assets shielded via
parish-level titling ahead
of abuse judgments

State church-tax
collection

(Germany, Austria)

Church treasuries —
billions annually ·
German Bishops'

Conference —
€6.75bn in 2025

S TAT E D  P U R P O S E
Public support for social
work

H O W  I T  C O N T R O L S
Membership becomes a tax
status; leaving requires a
formal civil act

Not to scale. The table gives one figure, the German church tax of €6.75bn in 2025; the

other flows are shown without amounts.
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Pipelines this tradition shares

State church tax
Source. Registered members' taxable income

Path. National revenue service → Diocesan or church treasury → Institutional operations

Disclosed. Total receipts in some jurisdictions

Hidden. Allocation and asset positions

Diocesan bankruptcy filings
in abuse litigation have
revealed asset-shielding
strategies (transferring parish
assets ahead of judgments).
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School tuition to family leverage
Source. Parents funding religious education

Path. School → Institutional network → Employment and standing leverage over the family

Disclosed. Fee schedules

Hidden. Conduct conditions attached to enrolment

Aid to policy leverage
Source. Donor congregations and public grants

Path. Faith-based development organization → Recipient government or community →
Legislative and protocol influence

Disclosed. Programme outcomes

Hidden. Conditions and advocacy spending

Ritual fee ladder
Source. Life passages — birth, marriage, death, blessing

Path. Officiant → Parish or temple → Diocesan or central share

Disclosed. Suggested offerings

Hidden. Negotiation, waiver practice, and who is refused
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Legal defense and settlement
Source. General funds, i.e. member giving

Path. Institutional counsel → Settlements and non-disclosure agreements →
Reputational continuity

Disclosed. Occasionally settlement totals under court order

Hidden. That donations funded the defense

Political mobilization
Source. Congregational trust and mailing lists

Path. Advocacy or voter-guide operation → Party and donor infrastructure →
Legislative outcomes

Disclosed. Issue positions

Hidden. Data sharing and coordination

Hospital and clinic protocol
Source. Public healthcare funding and patient fees

Path. Religious health system → Ethical and religious directives → Care available to all patients

Disclosed. Directives, formally

Hidden. Practical denial rates and transfer outcomes
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Sources for this section: 9  10  11  20

Money in numbers
German Catholic church tax, 2021–2025

0

1.4

2.8

4.2

5.6

7

2021

6.73

2022

6.84

2023

6.51

2024

6.63

2025

6.75

€ billion (nominal) — Collected for the 27 dioceses by the state tax offices; flat in nominal

terms and falling after inflation, as members leave. 31  29  30  20

Peter's Pence, the annual collection taken for the pope's charity and
mission: donations of €48.4m in 2023 32  and over €54m in 2025 33 ;
reporting found most of it goes to the Curia's running costs 34 .

APSA, the Holy See's property and investment office, has published a
balance sheet only since 2021 6 ; the Vatican bank (IOR) since 2013 7 .

US dioceses and religious orders that have filed for bankruptcy:
44 as of March 2026, with 15 cases still pending 11 .
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Your parish collection, the diocesan appeal
and Peter's Pence all feed an institution with
one of the largest real-estate portfolios in the
world. The say-do table records that part of
Peter's Pence was invested, including in the

London property at the center of a
cardinal's criminal conviction. Before the
next second collection, ask your diocese one
question: where can a parishioner read last
year's audited accounts?

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Rules with a history. Each card asks the same three questions:
what was this rule originally for, has that reason expired, and who
benefits from the rule continuing anyway?

Sacramental monopoly
Origin. Consolidated over the first millennium: valid ordination becomes the sole channel of
forgiveness, communion, marriage, and last rites. ACAD E M I C  S O U RC E

What it was for. In a fragmenting post-Roman Europe, a single credentialing system prevented
doctrinal chaos and gave communities a recognizable authority when no state functioned.

10 Genealogy
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Why that reason expired. There is now a functioning state, universal literacy, and open
access to scripture. The chaos the monopoly prevented has other remedies. What remains is a
chokepoint: your access to grace, your marriage's legitimacy, and your burial all pass through
one office.

Who benefits now. The hierarchy, absolutely and by design. A monopoly on salvation is the
most inelastic market in existence — you cannot shop elsewhere, and you cannot refuse to buy.

Canonical secrecy in handling allegations
Origin. Canon law developed a parallel internal legal system across the medieval period, with
confidentiality norms for sensitive proceedings. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY

What it was for. When the Church was a sovereign among sovereigns, internal jurisdiction
protected clergy from arbitrary secular kings and mob justice — a real protection in a lawless era.

Why that reason expired. You live in a jurisdiction with police, mandatory reporting, and
courts. Multiple national inquiries — Australia's Royal Commission, France's CIASE, U.S.
grand juries — found that the same confidentiality was used to move abusers between parishes
rather than to police. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT

Who benefits now. The institution's legal exposure and reputation. Not the children. Every
inquiry reached that conclusion independently, on the Church's own documents.

Clerical celibacy
Origin. Enforced in the Latin Church from the 11th–12th century reforms (Gregorian reform,
Second Lateran Council 1139). O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY

What it was for. Substantially about property: married priests produced heirs who inherited
Church land. Celibacy kept the estate in the institution's hands.
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Why that reason expired. The property question is settled by modern corporate law. What
remains is a structure that concentrates unmarried men with sacramental authority over families
— a configuration that Australia's Royal Commission found had contributed to child sexual
abuse when combined with other risk factors, and on which it asked the Holy See to consider
voluntary celibacy for diocesan clergy 14 . Other studies disagree: the John Jay study for the US
bishops found celibacy was not a cause of the crisis 47 . Eastern Catholic churches ordain married
men, which proves it is discipline, not doctrine.

Who benefits now. The institution's asset base and its mobile, dependent, fully controllable
workforce. A priest with no family has nowhere else to go.

Annulment tribunals
Origin. Medieval canonical jurisdiction over marriage validity, when the Church was the only
marriage registry in Europe. ACAD E M I C  S O U RC E

What it was for. Someone had to adjudicate legitimacy and inheritance in the absence of civil
registries. The Church was the recordkeeper.

Why that reason expired. Civil registries exist everywhere. The tribunal now performs no legal
function — it exists only to decide whether your second family is spiritually real.

Who benefits now. Clerical authority over the most intimate decision in your life. A structure in
which you must apply to a panel of celibate men for permission to have loved someone.

Sources for this section: 25  14  47
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

The expired-reason test works on any rule. Take one

you follow or enforce, name what it was originally

for, and ask whether that reason still exists. If it

doesn't, and the rule survives anyway, the section's

last question is the one that matters to you: who

benefits from it continuing?

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

How far the institution's authority extends into three private
areas: what members may read and hear, how children are raised
and schooled, and decisions about their own bodies.

11 Reach
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Information
The Index of Forbidden Books formally regulated reading until 1966;
the imprimatur and nihil obstat (a bishop's permission to publish, and
a censor's declaration that nothing in a text contradicts doctrine) still
govern approved teaching materials. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY

Abuse allegations were processed under canonical secrecy for decades,
with documents kept from civil authorities — the confidentiality was
the mechanism. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT  ·  Australian Royal Commission; French

CIASE

Theologians teaching in Catholic institutions can lose their mandatum
(the bishop's formal acknowledgement that they teach in communion
with the Church) for dissenting on doctrine, narrowing internal
debate. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY

Children
Infant baptism enrolls the child before consent; first confession and
first communion around age 7 begin adult-mediated examination of a
child's conscience.

Catholic school systems are among the world's largest, integrating
education, identity, and institutional loyalty from age 4 onward.

Child sexual abuse within these structures is the most heavily
documented institutional harm in this codex, established by multiple
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national inquiries. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT  /  C O U RT  R E C O R D

Bodies
Ordination is restricted to men — authority, and therefore control
over sacraments and money, is structurally male. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  ·

Canon 1024

Contraception and abortion are prohibited; in countries where the
Church shapes law and hospital protocol, this becomes state coercion,
not personal teaching. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  /  G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT

Divorce is not recognized; remarriage requires annulment granted by
clerical tribunals — the institution controls the legitimacy of a
member's next family.

Mandatory clerical celibacy concentrates unmarried men with
sacramental authority over families, a structure inquiries repeatedly
linked to accountability failure. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT

For LGBTQ Catholics, church teaching calls same-sex acts
'disordered'. Since 2023, non-liturgical blessings of same-sex couples
have been permitted, while marriage remains closed to them.

O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY

Sources for this section: 1  4  13  14  15
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

If you are a parent, this is the section about
your children: what they may read, what
they are taught about their bodies, and who
else has a say in their schooling. Ask what

your child would need to do at sixteen to
hear the strongest case against what they
were taught. Would they be allowed? Would
they know it existed?

The Index of Forbidden
Books formally regulated
reading until 1966; the
imprimatur/nihil obstat
system still governs
approved teaching materials.





12
The 30 techniques
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How the thirty techniques are
established here

18
C O D I F I E D

6
D O C U M E N T E D

5
C U LT U R AL

1
R E F O R M E D

S TA G E  1

Idealize
1 Love Bombing

C U LT U R A L

2 Weaponized

Generosity

C U LT U R A L

S TA G E  2

Hook
3 Future Faking

C O D I F I E D

4 Hoovering

C O D I F I E D

S TA G E  3

Devalue
5 Devaluation

C O D I F I E D

6 Gaslighting

C O D I F I E D

7 Double Bind

C O D I F I E D

S TA G E  4

Confuse
8 Intermittent

Reinforcement

C O D I F I E D

9 Moving the

Goalposts

C O D I F I E D

10 Strategic

Ambiguity

C U LT U R A L

11 Projection

D O C U M E N T E D

12 DARVO

D O C U M E N T E D

13 Normalization /

Desensitization

C O D I F I E D

S TA G E  5

Isolate
14 Isolation

R E F O R M E D

15 Triangulation

C O D I F I E D
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S TA G E  6

Extract
16 Flying Monkeys

C U LT U R A L

17 Smear Campaign

D O C U M E N T E D

18 Silent Treatment /

Stonewalling

D O C U M E N T E D

19 Manufactured

Consent

C O D I F I E D

20 Trauma Bonding

C O D I F I E D

21 Learned

Helplessness

C O D I F I E D

22 Benevolent

Control

C O D I F I E D

23 Infantilization

C O D I F I E D

24 Identity Erosion

C O D I F I E D

25 Spiritual Bypassing

D O C U M E N T E D

26 Financial Control

D O C U M E N T E D

S TA G E  7

Discard
27 Manufactured

Crisis

C O D I F I E D

28 Discard

C O D I F I E D

S TA G E  8

Replace
29 Replacement

C U LT U R A L

30 Plausible

Deniability

C O D I F I E D

The institutional
posture is parental: Holy
Mother Church knows;
the layperson submits.



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  3 0  t e c h n i q u e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 55

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

A fixed checklist of thirty influence and control patterns from research on
coercive control and social psychology, applied here to institutions rather
than to individual people. Every entry carries an evidence grade. The grade
matters more than the name of the technique: Codified or Documented
means there is a paper trail; Contested means the claim is disputed.

Thirty named techniques from domestic-abuse and social-psychology
research, applied to institutions, in the eight stages of the cycle. Each
carries an evidence grade for this tradition.

Stage 1 · Idealize

You arrive with a need and are met with more warmth
than you have had in years.

You are absorbed into something ancient and beautiful — incense, Latin,
the Real Presence, two thousand years of continuity. Converts are told
they have come home to the one true Church. The offer is not merely
community. It is historical destiny, and it is intoxicating.

What it asks of you: Beauty is real and it is also the thing that lowered your
defenses. Both are true. Which one did you examine?
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1 · Love Bombing
Overwhelming affection on arrival to create emotional dependency before
terms are revealed.

How it shows here

A wounded person is folded into parish life through Mass invitations,
parish meals, RCIA classes (the course by which adults are received
into the Church), confession, spiritual direction, saints, candles, ritual
beauty, and the promise of finally belonging to something ancient and
stable.

Converts are often made to feel they are entering “the one true
Church,” not merely joining a community. The emotional hook is not
just friendship; it is historical destiny.

The institution offers a mother-language: Holy Mother Church,
father-priests, confession, absolution, sacraments, homecoming. The
convert is not merely welcomed; they are absorbed into a family
hierarchy.

The strongest defense. Catholicism is sacramental and communal.
Welcoming converts is not manipulation.

The counter. The manipulation begins when the welcome is fused with
dependency. If access to grace, forgiveness, belonging, marriage legitimacy,
burial rites, and moral identity all run through the institution, then the
embrace is not neutral. It is a velvet gate.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C U LT U R A L  Parish welcome is local practice; nothing in canon law

governs it.



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  3 0  t e c h n i q u e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 57

2 · Weaponized Generosity
Giving help that installs unspoken obligation.

How it shows here

Catholic parishes, schools, charities, hospitals, shelters, and social
services often provide real material help: food, education, counseling,
adoption support, immigration assistance, burial rites, and crisis care.

The institution can become the gatekeeper of both physical and
spiritual aid: sacraments, confession, Catholic schooling, parish
approval, annulments, weddings, funerals, and social legitimacy.

A family may receive help from the parish for years, but if they
challenge the priest, leave the Church, divorce, remarry outside
Catholic rules, or publicly dissent, that support can become socially or
spiritually conditional.

Catholic schooling can operate as generosity and dependency at once:
tuition assistance, moral formation, community belonging — but also
institutional loyalty built into childhood.

The strongest defense. Catholic charity is one of the largest
humanitarian forces in the world. The Church helps people regardless
of belief.

The counter. Large-scale charity can be real while local dependency is still
coercive. The question is not whether Catholics help people. They
obviously do. The question is whether the institution later treats that help
as a reason you owe silence, obedience, doctrinal compliance, or shame.
When grace has paperwork and belonging has gatekeepers, the gift is
not clean.
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E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C U LT U R A L  The help itself is real and widely given; whether

it is later made conditional depends on local practice, not on any
written rule.

Stage 2 · Hook

You are given a future that cannot be verified, and a
rope for whenever you drift toward the door.

Beatific vision, the communion of saints, your grandmother waiting —
and the sacraments as the only route there, administered by a specific man
on specific terms. Drift, and the door is always open: come back to
confession, your mother is praying.

What it asks of you: You were given an eternity that requires a middleman,
and the middleman decides your eligibility. Sit with the structure of that.

3 · Future Faking
Promising a future that keeps you invested but never has to arrive.

How it shows here

Catholicism offers a massive future economy: heaven, purgatory,
indulgences, masses for the dead, confession, sacraments, final rites,
sainthood, and eternal union with God.
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The institution positions itself as the manager of the soul’s
postmortem route. Baptism begins the journey. Confession restores it.
Eucharist sustains it. Last rites prepare it. Masses may aid the dead.
The Church becomes the travel agency for eternity.

Purgatory is especially effective as future leverage. The dead may still
need purification. The living can pray, pay, offer masses, and remain
connected to the sacramental system on their behalf.

The faithful are told that suffering can be “offered up.” Pain becomes
spiritual currency. Instead of asking why people are suffering under
bad systems, the system teaches them to deposit the pain into an
invisible account.

The strongest defense. Catholic teaching on heaven, purgatory,
and sacraments is about mercy, purification, and communion,
not manipulation.

The counter. Mercy becomes leverage when the institution controls the
channels. If the same hierarchy that demands obedience also claims
unique authority over sacraments, absolution, burial, annulments, and
the soul’s final condition, then the future has been bureaucratized. The
afterlife becomes a locked building, and the Church keeps the keys.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The sacramental economy and eligibility for the rites

are set out in published canon law.
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4 · Hoovering
Pulling someone back after they've started to leave, through guilt, love,
or fear.

How it shows here

A lapsed Catholic may be approached through guilt-heavy language:
“Come home,” “The Church is your mother,” “You’re cutting
yourself off from the sacraments,” “You need confession.”

Family members may use baptism, First Communion, Confirmation,
Catholic marriage, funerals, and children’s sacraments as emotional
leverage.

The pull often intensifies around death, birth, marriage, illness, and
holidays — the moments when institutional rituals have maximum
emotional power.

A person who no longer believes may still be pressured to baptize
children, marry in the Church, attend Mass with family, confess before
death, or receive last rites “just in case.”

The strongest defense. Catholics believe the sacraments are spiritually
necessary. Inviting someone back is an act of mercy.

The counter. Mercy does not require exploiting fear of death, family
shame, or access to rites. If “come home” means “return to the authority
structure that wounded or controlled you,” then the maternal language is
not comfort. It is a claim of ownership.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The rites used as leverage in a return (baptism,

marriage, last rites) and who may receive them are set out in published
canon law.
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Stage 3 · Devalue

You are taught that you are broken, that your
perception is unreliable, and that both exits from the
trap lead back inside.
You are never clean. The examination of conscience is permanent, the
standard is perfection, and the shortfall is structural. Sexual thought,
contraception, doubt itself — the system generates the debt it alone
can discharge.

What it asks of you: Notice the loop: the shame is manufactured by the
same office that sells the remedy.

5 · Devaluation
Reducing your sense of worth so you become dependent on the institution
for identity.

How it shows here

Catholicism can devalue through inherited guilt, original sin, mortal
sin, venial sin, confession, penance, shame around sexuality, and
dependence on sacramental restoration.

The believer is taught that grave sin can sever them from grace, and the
institution supplies the authorized route back through confession,
priestly absolution, Eucharist, and penance.
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Catholic sexual teaching can make ordinary desire feel morally
dangerous: masturbation, contraception, divorce, remarriage, same-sex
desire, premarital sex, and even “impure thoughts” become evidence of
spiritual disorder.

The institutional posture is parental: Holy Mother Church knows; the
layperson submits. The adult conscience is tolerated only when it
reaches approved conclusions.

The strongest defense. Catholicism distinguishes between sin and the
dignity of the person. Confession is healing, not degradation.

The counter. Healing that requires institutional humiliation can still
degrade. If a person must repeatedly disclose intimate failures to an all-
male clerical authority to feel clean before God, then the system has
manufactured dependency on absolution. The wound and the permission
to feel forgiven come from the same office.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Sin, confession, and the examination of conscience are

catechetical doctrine, published in full.

6 · Gaslighting
Making you doubt your own experience so you trust the institution's
interpretation instead.

How it shows here

A Catholic questions clerical authority, and the response is, “You are
rejecting the Church Christ founded,” instead of addressing the actual
abuse, cover-up, or contradiction.
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A person says confession made them feel ashamed or controlled, and
they are told, “That discomfort is your conscience being healed.”

Someone struggles with teachings on sexuality, divorce, contraception,
or gender, and the institution says, “The Church is not wrong; your
conscience is malformed.”

Abuse survivors may be pressured through sacramental language:
forgive, confess, obey, preserve the Church, do not scandalize the
faithful.

The strongest defense. Catholicism has a developed moral tradition and
teaches that conscience must be properly formed.

The counter. “Formed conscience” becomes gaslighting when the only
valid conscience is the one that agrees with the institution. If your moral
perception counts only after it has been trained to submit, then
conscience has been renamed obedience.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The teaching that conscience must be formed by

Church teaching, and that a conscience can be in error, is published in
the Catechism.

7 · Double Bind
A trap where both options lead to compliance. No exit serves you.

How it shows here

Catholics are taught to obey conscience as the voice of God — and
taught that a conscience contradicting the Magisterium is 'malformed.'
Follow conscience and you sin; suppress it and you betray it.
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Divorced Catholics who remarry are told they belong at Mass but
must not receive Communion: come home, but stay in the doorway.

The faithful are urged to report clerical abuse — while accusers of
beloved clergy have historically been treated as attacking Holy Mother
Church herself.

The strongest defense. The Church proposes truth; a well-formed
conscience naturally agrees with it.

The counter. If conscience only counts when it agrees, it is not
conscience being honored — it is obedience wearing conscience's name.
A rule that defines every disagreement as malformation cannot lose,
and a system that cannot lose is not asking for discernment. It is asking
for surrender.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Both halves of the bind are published: the Catechism

teaches that conscience must be obeyed and that a conscience can err,
and canon law sets out who may receive communion.
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Stage 4 · Confuse

The rewards become unpredictable, the standard
keeps moving, the answers stop meaning anything,
and the accusation gets turned around.
Survivors were told they misremembered, that they should forgive, that
scandal harms the Church more than the crime did. Critics are told they
are being used by enemies of the faith. The abuser is reframed as the one
under attack — DARVO, executed institutionally across decades and
documented by governments.

What it asks of you: Read one inquiry report. Not a summary — the
report. Then decide whether you were told the truth.

8 · Intermittent Reinforcement
Unpredictable reward that creates addictive emotional dependency.

How it shows here

Grace arrives through sacraments the institution meters: absolution
granted through confession, communion through worthiness, blessing
through standing. The peace is real, wears off, and is refilled at one
counter.
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A scrupulous Catholic finds confession relieving one week and re-
anxious by Friday — the cycle of guilt, relief, and returning guilt keeps
the penitent in weekly orbit, and the orbit is called devotion.

Warmth from clergy, movements, or devout circles brightens with
visible orthodoxy and cools with questions — never announced,
always felt.

The strongest defense. Sacraments are objective channels of grace, not
behavioral rewards; frequency of confession is praiseworthy.

The counter. The sacrament may be grace; the scheduling is behavior.
When relief is real, temporary, and dispensed solely by the institution that
also defines the guilt, the theology and the slot machine have the same
floor plan.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The rules that meter relief (confession, absolution and

the conditions for receiving communion) are set out in the Catechism
and canon law.

9 · Moving the Goalposts
The standard of success keeps shifting so you can never arrive.

How it shows here

A Catholic confesses a sin and receives absolution, but socially or
spiritually the shame remains: “Yes, God forgives, but you still need
deeper repentance, penance, purity, obedience, and formation.”

A layperson follows conscience, but if conscience disagrees with
Church teaching, the goalpost moves: now it must be a “properly
formed conscience,” meaning one trained to agree with the institution.
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A divorced or remarried Catholic may try to regularize their life, only
to face annulment procedures, sacramental restrictions, parish
judgment, family pressure, and shifting pastoral interpretations.

The strongest defense. Catholic morality is nuanced; spiritual maturity
requires formation.

The counter. Formation becomes moving the goalposts when the only
mature conscience is the obedient one. If the standard changes until the
institution gets the answer it wanted, conscience was never being formed.
It was being domesticated.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The annulment process and the sacramental

restrictions on divorced and remarried Catholics are written in
canon law.

10 · Strategic Ambiguity
Language that sounds profound but means nothing specific — functioning
as a shutdown to real questions.

How it shows here

Catholic teaching can sound absolute in doctrine but flexible in
pastoral application, allowing leaders to appear compassionate without
changing the structure.

“Conscience” is honored, but only if properly formed; “properly
formed” often means aligned with Church authority.

The Church may speak of mercy while maintaining systems that
restrict sacraments, marriage, sexuality, and status.



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  3 0  t e c h n i q u e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 68

The strongest defense. Catholic moral theology balances doctrine,
conscience, mercy, and pastoral care.

The counter. Balance becomes ambiguity when the institution can sound
merciful without surrendering control. If compassion changes tone but
not power, it is not mercy. It is public relations with incense.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C U LT U R A L  How doctrine is applied, firmly in one parish and

flexibly in the next, varies by bishop and parish and is observed
practice; only the distinction between fixed doctrine and pastoral
application is published teaching.

11 · Projection
Accusing the outside world of the exact thing the institution practices.

How it shows here

Catholic hierarchy may accuse critics of attacking the Church while
ignoring that clerical abuse and cover-ups attacked the vulnerable first.

Dissenters are called arrogant for questioning doctrine, while the
institution claims authority over conscience, sexuality, marriage,
sacraments, and salvation boundaries.

Survivors may be accused of scandalizing the faithful when the actual
scandal was clerical misconduct and institutional concealment.

Catholics who leave because of corruption may be accused of
abandoning Christ, while the institution abandoned them through
betrayal of trust.

The strongest defense. The Church must guard truth and defend itself
against unfair attacks.
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The counter. Defending truth does not require reversing victim and
offender. When an institution that protected harm accuses critics of
harming the institution, it is laundering its own guilt through accusation.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  National inquiries found, in the institution's own

files, survivors treated as a threat to the Church's reputation while the
harm itself was concealed.

12 · DARVO
Deny the wrongdoing. Attack the person who raised it. Reverse victim
and offender.

How it shows here

Clerical abuse is denied, minimized, transferred, buried in process, or
reframed as the failure of individual priests rather than institutional
protection.

Survivors who expose abuse may be accused of attacking the Church,
hating Catholicism, scandalizing the faithful, or being manipulated by
anti-Catholic forces.

The Church may present itself as the persecuted victim of media
hostility while avoiding the deeper issue: the hierarchy repeatedly
protected itself before protecting children.

Lay Catholics who demand accountability may be told they are
undermining trust in the priesthood or harming the Body of Christ.

The strongest defense. The Church has acknowledged failures and also
faces unfair anti-Catholic bias.



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  3 0  t e c h n i q u e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 70

The counter. Bias may exist, but it does not erase abuse. DARVO begins
when the institution makes criticism of its crimes sound like persecution
of its holiness. The scandal is not that people found out. The scandal is
what happened and who protected it.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  Institutional reversal of victim and offender

documented across national inquiries.

13 · Normalization / Desensitization
Practices that would seem extreme to an outsider feel normal to insiders
because they were installed before critical evaluation developed.

How it shows here

Children may be normalized early into confession, mortal sin, venial
sin, guilt, penance, priestly authority, and the idea that intimate moral
failures should be disclosed to clergy.

Repeated Mass, kneeling, standing, reciting, confessing, consuming
Eucharist, and submitting to sacramental authority makes
institutional mediation of grace feel natural.

Sexual shame can be normalized through repeated teachings against
masturbation, contraception, premarital sex, divorce, remarriage,
same-sex relationships, and “impure thoughts.”

Clerical hierarchy becomes ordinary: Father knows, bishops govern,
Rome decides, laypeople obey or “form” conscience until it agrees.

The strongest defense. Catholic ritual and confession form conscience
and connect believers to grace.
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The counter. Formation becomes desensitization when children and
adults are trained to experience surveillance of conscience as spiritual care.
If shame becomes familiar enough to feel sacred, the institution has
successfully normalized dependence.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  First confession and first communion at about age

seven are prescribed practice, and the teaching on sexual sin is
published in the Catechism.

Stage 5 · Isolate

Your world narrows until every voice you hear is inside
the system, and everything you came for now runs
through a middleman.

Grace runs through the institution. Forgiveness requires a priest. Your
marriage's validity, your child's baptism, your parents' funeral — all
administered. In Catholic countries, add schooling, hospitals, and
social standing.

What it asks of you: If you needed absolution tonight, you would have to
ask a specific man for it. Sit with how much power that is.
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14 · Isolation
Shrinking your world until the only voices you hear are inside the system.

How it shows here

Catholic isolation often works through institutional authority: the
faithful are warned against secular relativism, anti-Catholic media,
“cafeteria Catholicism,” Protestant error, modern sexual ethics, and
malformed conscience.

A questioning Catholic may be told to read approved Catholic
apologists, speak to a priest, return to confession, attend Mass, and
avoid “anti-Catholic” sources.

Family and sacraments can isolate socially: Catholic marriage, Catholic
schooling, baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, and burial rites
keep the person tied to a Catholic social world.

Catholic schooling can create early isolation by teaching children that
the Church is the safest moral universe and outside ethics are
confused, permissive, or spiritually dangerous.

The strongest defense. Catholicism has a duty to preserve truth and
protect believers from error.

The counter. Protecting truth does not require insulating people from
criticism. If the Church’s claims can only survive inside Church-approved
sources, then formation has become containment.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

R E F O R M E D  The Index of Forbidden Books, which formally

regulated members' reading, was abolished in 1966 25 . (sourced)



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  3 0  t e c h n i q u e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 73

15 · Triangulation
Inserting intermediaries between you and the thing you came for, so the
institution is always in the middle.

How it shows here

Catholic triangulation often runs through priest, bishop, pope, saints,
tradition, family, sacraments, and “Holy Mother Church.” You are
rarely just disagreeing with a local priest; you are positioned as
disagreeing with the Church across centuries.

A questioning Catholic may be compared to saints who suffered
obediently, martyrs who stayed faithful, or relatives who “never
abandoned the Church.”

Family rituals become pressure points: baptism, First Communion,
Confirmation, Catholic weddings, funerals, confession, last rites. Your
refusal becomes everyone else’s heartbreak.

The institution triangulates with the dead: “Your grandmother prayed
the rosary for you,” “Your ancestors died in the faith,” “Your loved
ones would want you at Mass.”

It triangulates with eternity: you are not just leaving a parish; you are
risking sacraments, salvation, purgatory, burial, and your soul’s final
condition.

The strongest defense. Catholicism is historical and sacramental. It
naturally connects believers to family, saints, and tradition.

The counter. Connection becomes triangulation when it is used to crush
present conscience. If the dead, the saints, the priest, the family, and the
institution are all lined up against the person asking one honest question,
then tradition has stopped being memory and become a courtroom.
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E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Sacramental mediation and reservation of ordination

are canon law (can. 1024 1), published and explicit. (sourced)

Stage 6 · Extract

Now the harvest: your labor, your money, your
identity, your silence, your children's schooling, your
capacity to trust yourself.

Parish collections, diocesan appeals, school tuition. A permanent
examination of conscience that generates the debt only the institution can
discharge. The parish that knows if you skipped Mass. And to the
question of how many priests were moved rather than removed: decades
of silence, then partial disclosure under legal pressure.

What it asks of you: The institution requires you to disclose your interior
life in a booth, and declines to disclose its personnel decisions to a
grand jury.
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16 · Flying Monkeys
The community enforces the institution's norms without being asked —
mobilized by culture, not memos.

How it shows here

A lapsed Catholic is pressured by parents, grandparents, godparents,
priests, Catholic school networks, parish friends, and relatives: “Come
back to Mass,” “Go to confession,” “Think of your children’s
sacraments.”

Someone who questions clerical abuse or Church teaching may receive
a swarm of “charitable” correction: Catholic apologists, parish friends,
family members, and priests all insisting they are misunderstanding the
Church.

Family members become enforcement arms around baptism, First
Communion, Confirmation, Catholic weddings, funerals, and last
rites.

Survivors may be urged by parishioners not to “attack the Church,”
even when they are reporting real harm.

The strongest defense. Catholics believe the sacraments matter, so
family and clergy naturally encourage return.

The counter. Encouragement becomes FLYING MONKEY behavior
when multiple people are mobilized to pull the person back to the very
authority structure they are questioning. If every road leads to confession,
Mass, priest, sacrament, and silence, then concern has become
ecclesiastical pressure.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C U LT U R A L  The pressure comes from family and parish, not from

any written rule; it appeals to published obligations (Sunday Mass,
annual confession, the sacraments of initiation for children).
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17 · Smear Campaign
Rewriting your character after departure to protect the institution from the
implications of your leaving.

How it shows here

Critics of clerical abuse, hierarchy, or doctrine may be framed as anti-
Catholic, rebellious, secularized, poorly catechized, or hostile to the
Church.

Survivors who speak publicly may be accused of scandalizing the
faithful rather than exposing scandal.

Catholics who leave may be described as wanting moral laxity, rejecting
authority, or misunderstanding true teaching.

Institutional defenders may shift focus from the harm to the alleged
agenda of critics.

The strongest defense. The Church faces real anti-Catholic prejudice
and must defend itself.

The counter. Prejudice can be real and still be used as cover. If every
internal critic is treated as an enemy of the Church, then the institution
has made accountability sound like persecution.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  National inquiries found survivors disbelieved

and treated as a danger to the Church's reputation 13 14 15 ; casting
critics as enemies of the Church is observed practice rather than
written rule.
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18 · Silent Treatment / Stonewalling
Refusing to engage with legitimate questions in order to maintain control.

How it shows here

Abuse survivors may face layers of diocesan bureaucracy, canonical
process, pastoral language, legal caution, and institutional delay.

A layperson who questions clerical decisions may be passed from priest
to bishop to diocesan office to vague pastoral statements.

The Church may say it has procedures, review boards, and pastoral
concern, while the harmed person receives no clear accountability or
meaningful access to decision-makers.

The language of patience, obedience, and avoiding scandal can turn
urgency into silence.

The strongest defense. Large institutions require careful investigation
and canonical procedure.

The counter. Procedure becomes stonewalling when it protects hierarchy
from direct moral confrontation. If the victim ages while the file
circulates, the institution has converted time into a shield.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  Canonical confidentiality in abuse processing,

established by the Australian Royal Commission, France's CIASE, and
multiple U.S. grand juries 13 14 15 . (sourced)
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19 · Manufactured Consent
Creating the appearance of choice when the conditions of choice were shaped
before you could evaluate them.

How it shows here

Children receive sacraments before they can understand the full
theological, sexual, institutional, and lifelong implications of Catholic
identity.

Adults may “consent” to Church teaching after being told that dissent
means malformed conscience.

Couples marry under Catholic rules because family, sacraments,
legitimacy, and future children are tied to the Church.

A person goes to confession not because they freely desire disclosure,
but because they fear mortal sin, sacramental exclusion, or dying
unconfessed.

The strongest defense. Catholic sacraments are grace, and adult
Catholics can freely accept or reject Church teaching.

The counter. Consent is compromised when the institution controls the
meaning of grace, marriage, sin, conscience, and burial. If refusal threatens
family legitimacy, spiritual safety, or sacramental belonging, the yes has
been shaped before it is spoken.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Infant baptism enrolls before consent; first confession

at approximately age seven is prescribed practice.
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20 · Trauma Bonding
The wound and the bandage come from the same hand.

How it shows here

Catholicism can bind people through guilt and relief: mortal sin,
confession, absolution, penance, Eucharist, and sacramental
restoration.

A person feels spiritually contaminated, goes to confession, receives
relief, then returns to the same system that defines them as
contaminated again.

Children can be bonded early through fear of sin, reverence for priests,
ritual beauty, family expectation, and sacramental dependency.

The Church becomes both the source of shame and the authorized
distributor of mercy.

The strongest defense. Confession and sacraments are meant to heal,
not harm.

The counter. Healing becomes TRAUMA BONDING when the
institution controls both the wound and the medicine. If you must return
to clerical authority to feel forgiven for the shame clerical doctrine
installed, the relief reinforces dependence.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The cycle rests on published doctrine: the Catechism

defines mortal sin and requires confession to an ordained priest for
its forgiveness.
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21 · Learned Helplessness
Teaching you that your own judgment is unreliable until you stop trusting
it entirely.

How it shows here

A Catholic tries confession, penance, Mass, prayer, and obedience but
still feels unworthy or trapped in recurring sin.

Survivors navigating Church bureaucracy may wait years for
recognition, accountability, or closure.

A layperson’s conscience is repeatedly overridden by “Church
teaching,” until they stop trusting moral judgment.

The hierarchy feels immovable; the individual learns endurance instead
of agency.

The strongest defense. Catholicism teaches perseverance, sacramental
healing, and obedience to truth.

The counter. Perseverance becomes LEARNED HELPLESSNESS when
the person’s only role is to endure a system they cannot meaningfully
influence. If the institution moves slowly enough, exhaustion begins to
look like submission.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The obligations the person keeps meeting (Mass,

confession, penance) are published requirements, and no layperson
holds an office that can change them.
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22 · Benevolent Control
Control wrapped in the language of care, so that resisting the control feels
like rejecting the love.

How it shows here

Catholic authority presents restrictions on sexuality, marriage,
contraception, divorce, remarriage, confession, and sacraments as
loving moral guidance.

Priests and bishops may speak as spiritual fathers who know what is
best for the faithful, making adult disagreement feel like childish
rebellion.

A person is told that obedience to Church teaching protects the soul,
family, and eternal destiny.

Confession can become a control loop: disclose intimate failures,
receive absolution, return when guilt accumulates again.

The strongest defense. The Church guides people toward moral truth
and sacramental healing.

The counter. Guidance becomes BENEVOLENT CONTROL when
the institution claims parental authority over adult conscience. If the
Church defines the wound, controls the medicine, and decides when you
are spiritually safe, care has become governance.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Contraception and remarriage rules are published

doctrine with defined sacramental consequences.
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23 · Infantilization
Positioning the adult believer as permanently childlike and dependent on
institutional authority.

How it shows here

Priests are called Father, and the Church is called Mother, creating a
family hierarchy where laypeople remain spiritual children.

Adults are told their consciences must be formed by the Church
before they can be trusted.

Sexual ethics, marriage, confession, and sacramental access are
governed by clerical authority.

Lay dissent is often treated as poor catechesis rather than adult moral
disagreement.

The strongest defense. Catholicism uses parental language because the
Church nurtures believers.

The counter. Nurture becomes INFANTILIZATION when adults
are never allowed to outgrow supervision. If the institution remains
Mother and the priest remains Father forever, the faithful remain children
by design.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Ordination reserved to men by canon law (can. 1024
1), so every governing office that controls doctrine and money is
structurally male. (sourced)
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24 · Identity Erosion
Gradually replacing your identity with a role the institution provides, until
you can't separate who you are from where you belong.

How it shows here

Catholic identity can absorb the person through sacrament, family,
school, confession, parish, doctrine, saints, Mary, priestly authority,
and “Holy Mother Church.”

The individual conscience is praised in theory but corrected in practice
until it conforms to Church teaching.

Sexual identity may be subordinated to doctrine: contraception,
divorce, remarriage, same-sex love, masturbation, premarital sex, and
gender autonomy become not personal realities but moral cases.

The person may stop asking what they know internally and start
asking whether their conscience is “properly formed.”

Even dissent becomes identity-managed: a “bad Catholic,” a “cafeteria
Catholic,” a “lapsed Catholic.”

The strongest defense. Catholic identity is sacramental, communal, and
historically rooted.

The counter. Rootedness becomes IDENTITY EROSION when the
root system strangles the person. If the Church becomes mother, priest
becomes father, doctrine becomes conscience, and sacraments become
permission to feel clean, the adult self has been absorbed into institutional
family structure.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  The teaching on sexuality, marriage and conscience

that this entry describes is published in the Catechism.
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25 · Spiritual Bypassing
Using spiritual language to avoid engaging with real pain, real questions,
and real accountability.

How it shows here

Suffering is bypassed through “offer it up,” redemptive suffering,
penance, confession, and obedience.

Abuse survivors may be urged to forgive, avoid scandal, respect the
priesthood, and trust Church process.

Sexual shame is bypassed through confession rather than psychological
integration.

Institutional injury is reframed as trial, purification, or the failure of
imperfect humans rather than systemic harm.

Anger at the Church becomes a spiritual problem instead of moral
evidence.

The strongest defense. Catholic spirituality gives suffering meaning and
unites it to Christ.

The counter. Meaning becomes SPIRITUAL BYPASSING when it
replaces repair. If suffering is made spiritually useful before the institution
stops causing it, theology has become anesthesia.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  Forgiveness pressure and internal handling instead

of civil reporting, established across multiple national inquiries.
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26 · Financial Control
Extracting money through spiritual obligation while offering no
transparency about where it goes.

How it shows here

Catholic financial control can appear through parish giving, school
tuition, sacramental fees, annulment-related costs, Mass intentions,
fundraising campaigns, diocesan appeals, and institutional charities.

Families may feel pressured to pay for Catholic schooling, sacraments,
weddings, funerals, and parish life in order to remain socially
legitimate.

The Church may present itself as spiritual mother while also becoming
a financial gatekeeper for education, ritual milestones, and family
respectability.

Donations may purchase status: visible benefactors, legacy families,
plaques, school influence, parish prestige.

The strongest defense. Catholic institutions need funding to run
schools, charities, parishes, and sacramental life.

The counter. Funding becomes FINANCIAL CONTROL when access
to dignity, sacraments, education, or burial feels financially mediated. If
families must pay to remain properly Catholic in the eyes of the
community, the institution has monetized belonging.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

D O C U M E N T E D  Diocesan asset transfers ahead of abuse

judgments, established in bankruptcy court records.
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Stage 7 · Discard

You become expensive — too many questions, too
much independence — and the urgency ramps up
until you are removed.
Excommunication, denial of communion, refusal of Catholic burial. For
clergy who spoke: reassignment, laicization, loss of housing and pension.
For survivors who sued: litigation and dioceses moving assets ahead of
judgment. C O U RT  R E C O R D

What it asks of you: The institution kept the abusers on payroll longer
than it kept the people who reported them.

27 · Manufactured Crisis
Creating urgency to suppress critical thinking and generate loyalty.

How it shows here

Catholic crisis language may center secularism, moral collapse, attacks
on the family, threats to the Church, anti-Catholic media, declining
vocations, or sacramental danger.

A lapsed Catholic may be treated as spiritually endangered until they
return to confession and Mass.
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Abuse exposure may be reframed as a crisis of scandal against the
Church rather than a crisis of institutional harm.

Families may be pressured around children’s sacraments because delay
is treated as spiritual risk.

The strongest defense. The Church has a duty to warn against real
moral and spiritual dangers.

The counter. Warning becomes MANUFACTURED CRISIS when
urgency protects the institution more than the vulnerable. If the
emergency is always “return to Church authority now,” fear is being used
to restore control.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Excommunication, interdict, and denial of sacraments

are defined canonical procedures with defined effects.

28 · Discard
Removing members who become too costly — too many questions, too much
independence, too visible a contradiction.

How it shows here

A Catholic who challenges clerical abuse or doctrine may be treated as
outside the faithful imagination: lapsed, rebellious, anti-Catholic,
poorly formed.

Those who cannot conform around divorce, remarriage, sexuality,
conscience, or sacramental rules may find themselves ritually or socially
pushed to the margins.

Survivors may be discarded through bureaucracy: unanswered letters,
legal caution, diocesan distance, pastoral vagueness.
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A person may still be called a child of the Church, but functionally
denied voice, trust, or full belonging.

The strongest defense. The Church does not discard people; it calls
everyone to repentance and communion.

The counter. A call to return is not the same as belonging. If the only
acceptable return requires silence, submission, confession, and doctrinal
surrender, then the Church is not keeping the person. It is keeping the
version of them that obeys.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Excommunication and denial of sacraments are defined

canonical procedures.

Stage 8 · Replace

Your seat is filled before the door shuts, and nobody is
responsible for any of it because the authority was
attributed to God.
The parish absorbs the loss without a ripple; a church of 1.4 billion does
not notice a departure. And the final defense is unanswerable: we do not
make the rules, God does, we are only holding to Scripture and Tradition.

What it asks of you: An institution with a criminal court, a diplomatic
corps, and a sovereign state told you it was only the messenger.
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29 · Replacement
Your seat is filled before the door closes behind you.

How it shows here

A questioning layperson leaves; parish life continues with another
volunteer, donor, catechist, teacher, or family.

A harmed person is replaced by a more loyal Catholic voice willing to
defend the Church.

A priest removed quietly may be replaced while the parish is urged to
move forward.

The institution absorbs loss through ritual continuity: Mass goes on,
appeals continue, sacraments continue.

The strongest defense. The Church is larger than any one person and
must continue its mission.

The counter. Mission becomes REPLACEMENT when continuity
matters more than accountability. If the Church can replace workers,
donors, and wounded families without confronting why they left,
permanence has become indifference.

E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C U LT U R A L  Parish life continuing without those who leave is

observed practice; no written rule directs it.
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30 · Plausible Deniability
The institution is never responsible, because the authority is attributed to
God — who isn't available for cross-examination.

How it shows here

The Church can say it does not control individual conscience, while
also teaching that conscience must be “properly formed” by Church
authority. If the conscience agrees, it is conscience. If it disagrees, it is
malformed.

A diocese may claim ignorance of abuse or mishandling because
decisions passed through layers: priest, bishop, personnel office,
canonical process, legal counsel, review board.

A Catholic school can enforce sexuality, gender, dress, and religious
expectations while claiming parents freely chose the institution.

A priest may pressure a penitent through confession, but the Church
can frame the exchange as voluntary sacramental care.

The Church can exalt women as holy, Marian, maternal, and
spiritually dignified while denying them actual sacramental authority
— then deny misogyny by pointing to symbolic reverence.

The strongest defense. Catholic teaching is clear, but pastoral
application varies. The Church has procedures and cannot comment
on every case. People voluntarily choose Catholic schools, sacraments,
and confession.

The counter. “Pastoral variation” becomes PLAUSIBLE
DENIABILITY when local leaders enforce harsh outcomes and the
hierarchy later calls them isolated or contextual. Procedure becomes
concealment when responsibility disappears into offices, boards, dioceses,
and canon law. Consent is compromised when the Church controls access
to grace, legitimacy, schooling, marriage, confession, and burial.
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E V I D E N C E  G R A D E

C O D I F I E D  Doctrinal authority located in the magisterium, with

the Holy See holding sovereign and diplomatic immunities no other
religion possesses.

Sources for this section: 24

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Count grades, not names. A long list of
Contested entries says something very
different from a short list of Codified ones.
A bias to watch for in yourself: people rate
the same pressure as "normal" when their

own group applies it and as "manipulation"
when another group does. Before you judge
an entry, try imagining it applied by a group
you distrust. Does it look different?



13
The loops
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Money1

Doctrine2

1

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

How the techniques connect into cycles. A single practice can
look harmless on its own. The loops show how one step feeds
the next, so that, for example, a newcomer's welcome turns into
an obligation.

The seven loops below show how the practices
connect, so that each step makes the next one easier
and the last step feeds the first. The loops are
analysis built from findings recorded elsewhere on
this page PAT T E R N  O B S E RV E D ; each step names the
section where its fact is recorded.

1 · Money to Doctrine to Money
Sacraments gate salvation, eligibility is set by the
office that receives the offering, and the offering
funds the seminary that trains the next confessor.

How it runs.

1. The Church teaches that the sacraments are the
ordinary route to salvation, and only the ordained
may administer them (section 7).

2. The same hierarchy decides who is eligible for them,
through canon law and its tribunals (sections 10 and 11).

3. The faithful give through parish collections, diocesan appeals and Peter's Pence (section 9).
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4. That money sustains the institution, including the formation of the clergy who will administer the
sacraments.

5. The next generation of clergy administers the same sacraments on the same terms, and the giving
continues.

Techniques that feed it. 3 · Future Faking, 4 · Hoovering, 15 · Triangulation, 26 · Financial Control.

Why it closes. The office that controls access to the sacraments also receives the offerings that sustain it,
and no one outside that office audits either side. A giver cannot follow the money without the
institution's permission, and cannot reach the sacraments without its clergy.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. It weakens wherever the money becomes visible. The Holy
See's property office has published a balance sheet only since 2021 and the Vatican bank since 2013
(section 9); full publication of diocesan and Peter's Pence accounts is in the institution's hands. A donor
can ask for audited accounts before giving. This paragraph is analysis, not a documented finding.

An example from this page. Peter's Pence is given as papal charity. Part of it was invested, including in
the London property at the centre of Cardinal Becciu's conviction, and reporting found that most of it
goes to the Curia's running costs (sections 9 and 14).

2 · Fear to Dependence to Fear
P R O P O S E D  E X PA N S I O N  ·  P E N D I N G  R E V I E W



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  l o o p s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 95

Fear1

Dependence2

2

Sin and hell are installed in childhood, absolution is
available only through the ordained, and the debt
regenerates by design.

How it runs.

1. Sin and confession are taught in childhood. Children
are bonded early through fear of sin, reverence for
priests and sacramental dependency, before they can
weigh the teaching (technique 20).

2. The conscience is kept under constant examination. Sexual teaching makes ordinary desire evidence
of spiritual disorder, so there is always something to confess (technique 5).

3. Absolution runs through one route. Grave sin is taught to sever a person from grace, and the only
authorized way back is confession to an ordained priest, then penance (technique 5).

4. Relief arrives and wears off. The peace is real, and by Friday the anxiety has returned; guilt, relief and
returning guilt keep the penitent in weekly orbit (technique 8).

5. The debt regenerates. The institution is both the source of the shame and the distributor of mercy,
so each act of relief renews the need for the next one (techniques 20 and 21).

Techniques that feed it. 5 · Devaluation, 8 · Intermittent Reinforcement, 20 · Trauma Bonding, 21 ·
Learned Helplessness.

Why it closes. A pattern that merely repeated would end when the penitent stopped. This one closes
because the only relief on offer comes from the office that defines the debt. Devaluation creates the need,
Intermittent Reinforcement meters the relief, Trauma Bonding ties the relief to the source of the
wound, and Learned Helplessness teaches the penitent to endure rather than leave.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. The loop needs all four parts, and it weakens wherever one
is removed: where a person seeks forgiveness from a source other than the office that names the sin, or
where the institution stops treating frequent confession as the measure of devotion. This paragraph is
analysis, not a documented finding.
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An example from this page. Technique 8 describes a scrupulous Catholic who finds confession a relief
one week and is anxious again by Friday.

T E C H N I Q U E S  T H AT  F E E D  I T

5 · Devaluation, 8 · Intermittent Reinforcement, 20 · Trauma Bonding, 21 · Learned Helplessness

How it runs

Why it closes
A repeating pattern would end when the penitent stopped. This one closes because the only relief on
offer comes from the office that defines the debt. Devaluation creates the need, Intermittent
Reinforcement meters the relief, Trauma Bonding ties the relief to the source of the wound, and
Learned Helplessness teaches the penitent to endure rather than leave.

Sin and confession are installed in childhood. Children are bonded
early through fear of sin, reverence for priests and sacramental
dependency, before they can weigh the teaching.

1

The conscience is kept under permanent examination. Sexual
teaching makes ordinary desire evidence of spiritual disorder, so there
is always something to confess.

2

Absolution runs through one route. Grave sin is taught to sever a
person from grace, and the only authorized way back is confession to
an ordained man, then penance.

3

Relief arrives and wears off. The peace is real, and by Friday the
anxiety has returned; the guilt, relief and returning guilt keep the
penitent in weekly orbit.

4

The debt regenerates. The institution is both the source of the shame
and the distributor of mercy, so each act of relief renews the need for
the next one.

5
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Children1

Members2

3

Where it could be broken, and by whom
The loop needs all four parts. It weakens wherever one is removed: where forgiveness can be sought
from a source other than the office that names the sin (the person), or where the institution stops
treating frequency of confession as the measure of devotion (the institution). This paragraph is analysis,
not a documented finding.

An example from this page
The volume’s own example is the scrupulous Catholic who finds confession relieving one week and
anxious again by Friday.

3 · Children to Members to Children
One of the largest school systems on earth forms
children from age four, and their parents fund it.

How it runs.

1. Infant baptism enrolls the child before the child can
consent (section 11; technique 19).

2. First confession and first communion, at about age
seven, begin the adult-guided examination of a
child's conscience (section 11).

3. Catholic schools, among the largest school systems in the world, form children from age four,
joining education, identity and institutional loyalty (section 11).

4. Parents pay for that schooling, and enrolment can carry conduct conditions for the family (section 9,
school tuition pipeline).

5. Those children grow up, baptize their own children and choose the same schools.
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Aid1

Legitimacy2Leverage3

4

Techniques that feed it. 19 · Manufactured Consent, 13 · Normalization / Desensitization, 2 ·
Weaponized Generosity, 20 · Trauma Bonding.

Why it closes. Each generation is enrolled before it can consent, formed before it can compare, and
then pays to enrol the next. The loop does not need anyone to decide to continue it; it continues unless
someone decides to stop.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. It weakens where enrolment waits for consent, or where
schooling is separated from sacramental preparation. That choice sits with parents, and with the schools
and dioceses that set enrolment conditions. This paragraph is analysis, not a documented finding.

An example from this page. The composite day in section 2 shows it at small scale: Maria's son is at
the Catholic school, "which is the good school, which costs what it costs".

4 · Aid to Legitimacy to Leverage to Aid
Hospitals and relief work buy standing, standing
sustains sovereignty and concordats, sovereignty
shapes the law that protects the revenue.

How it runs.

1. The Church runs hospitals, schools and relief work
at scale, and much of that help is real (section 16;
technique 2).

2. That work earns standing with governments and
with the public.

3. The Holy See turns standing into state power: it is a sovereign state with UN observer status and
concordats with dozens of governments (sections 7 and 16).
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4. That power shapes law. Germany collects church tax on the Church's behalf, and the Holy See
lobbies against reproductive and LGBTQ language in international agreements (section 16).

5. Law and revenue fund more aid, and the aid carries doctrine with it: Catholic hospital networks
decline contraception and sterilization, and development work has been used to condition sexual-
health messaging (section 16).

Techniques that feed it. 2 · Weaponized Generosity, 22 · Benevolent Control, 26 · Financial Control,
30 · Plausible Deniability.

Why it closes. The aid is both the source of the Church's standing and the channel through which its
doctrine reaches people who are not Catholic. Each step makes the next easier, and the last step returns
to the first.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. It weakens where governments set the conditions of public
funding for religious hospitals and aid, and where patients have another provider within reach. The
Philippines card in section 22 shows the legislature as the place where this is decided. This paragraph is
analysis, not a documented finding.

An example from this page. Catholic hospital networks in secular healthcare systems decline to
provide contraception, sterilization and, in some cases, emergency obstetric intervention, so Church
doctrine sets the care available to non-Catholic patients with no other hospital within reach (section 16).



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m T h e  l o o p s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 100

Unpaid Labor1

Assets2

Power3

More Labor4 5

5 · Unpaid Labor to Assets to Power to
More Labor

Sisters and volunteers built the institutions, the
corporations sole hold the titles, and asset positions
fund the litigation.

How it runs.

1. Religious sisters and volunteers built and staffed the
hospitals and schools, often for decades of unpaid or
nominally paid work (sections 17 and 18).

2. The assets they built are titled to the institution; in a
diocese, the bishop as corporation sole holds them (section 7).

3. Those asset positions fund the institution's legal defence and settlements (section 9, legal defence
pipeline).

4. In several jurisdictions parish assets were retitled ahead of abuse judgments, and dioceses filed for
bankruptcy (sections 7 and 9).

5. The institution goes on relying on volunteer and religious labour to deliver its services.

Techniques that feed it. 26 · Financial Control, 23 · Infantilization, 24 · Identity Erosion, 29
· Replacement.

Why it closes. The people who produce the assets hold no office that controls them; the sisters in
section 18 "governed none of it". Value flows one way, from labour to title, and the title-holder decides
how it is used.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. It weakens where congregations keep control of their own
assets (section 18 names this as the point where sisters could refuse), and where courts treat parish assets
as reachable in bankruptcy. This paragraph is analysis, not a documented finding.
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Scandal1

Removal2

Reform
Theatre

3

Continuity4 6

An example from this page. Religious sisters gave decades of unpaid or nominally paid labour
building assets they never controlled, and in old age many depended on congregational pensions that
were never funded (section 17).

6 · Scandal to Removal to Reform
Theatre to Continuity

A priest is removed, a bishop retires with honors, the
diocese continues, and the next case is already in a
file somewhere.

How it runs.

1. An allegation surfaces, usually through a court, a
grand jury or journalists rather than internal process
(sections 5 and 22).

2. The individual priest is removed or laicized (section
14).

3. A new policy or office is announced; the global 'zero tolerance' commitment has been restated since
2002 and is recorded as partial (section 20).

4. No bishop is recorded on this page as removed from office by Rome for the concealment (Cardinal
Law resigned under pressure in 2002; two Polish bishops were sanctioned in 2021 after they had
resigned); the Vatican's court has convicted a cardinal of financial crimes but never a bishop for
covering up abuse (sections 14 and 19).

5. The diocese continues as a corporation sole under the same authority, and the files remain (section
14).
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Persecution1

Solidarity2

Insulation3

Unaccountability4 7

Techniques that feed it. 18 · Silent Treatment / Stonewalling, 12 · DARVO, 25 · Spiritual Bypassing, 29 ·
Replacement, 30 · Plausible Deniability.

Why it closes. Accountability stops one rank below the office that made the decision. Removing the
priest meets the demand for action without reaching the decision-maker, so the structure that produced
the case survives it intact (section 7: every arrow points up and ends in an office that answers to nothing
below it).

Where it could be broken, and by whom. Section 20 names the change that would break it: a
globally binding, published requirement to report allegations to civil authorities, with a bishop actually
removed under it. That lies with Rome. Where Rome does not act, states have compelled disclosure
through statutory inquiries, as Ireland did. This paragraph is analysis, not a documented finding.

An example from this page. In 2017 Marie Collins, a survivor serving on the Pontifical Commission
for the Protection of Minors, resigned and called the Curia's lack of cooperation "shameful" (section 21).

7 · Persecution to Solidarity to
Insulation to Unaccountability

Real anti-Catholic hostility, historic and current, is
cited to reframe inquiry findings as persecution
rather than evidence.

How it runs.

1. Anti-Catholic hostility is real, historically and today
(technique 17).

2. Criticism of the institution is framed as part of that
hostility; critics are called anti-Catholic and survivors
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are accused of scandalizing the faithful (techniques 11 and 17).

3. Members close ranks: survivors are urged by parishioners not to 'attack the Church' (technique 16).

4. Inquiry findings are received as attacks rather than as evidence.

5. Nothing changes inside, and the next finding is met the same way.

Techniques that feed it. 17 · Smear Campaign, 11 · Projection, 16 · Flying Monkeys, 27 · Manufactured
Crisis, 12 · DARVO.

Why it closes. The more evidence arrives, the more it can be read as proof of hostility. Each finding
strengthens the solidarity that protects the institution from the finding.

Where it could be broken, and by whom. It weakens when members read inquiry findings as the
institution's own record rather than an outsider's attack; section 3 notes that nearly every serious claim
here rests on findings by governments and the Church's own courts. It also weakens when bishops
accept findings, as the French bishops did in acknowledging institutional responsibility (section 19).
This paragraph is analysis, not a documented finding.

An example from this page. Days after the CIASE report, the head of the French bishops' conference
said the seal of confession was "stronger than the laws of the Republic", rejecting the report's central
reporting recommendation (section 5).

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

The loops explain why good people stay in
arrangements they would never sign up for
from scratch. The more you have already
put in, the harder it is to walk away.
Researchers call this the sunk-cost effect

(Arkes & Blumer, 1985), and it works on
time, money and relationships alike. Ask
yourself: if you were starting today, knowing
what you know, would you join?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Direct, checkable comparisons: a public statement on one side,
the documented record on the other, and the receipt that links
them. This is the most falsifiable section on the page, because each
row either matches its source or it doesn't.

What they say, what the
record shows

T H E Y  S AY T H E  R E C O R D  S H O W S R E C E I P T

Zero tolerance for

abuse, since 2002.

National inquiries in Australia, France and Ireland, and state grand

juries in the United States, found the institution's own files

documenting transfers rather than reports, some after 2002.

G OV E R N M E N T

R E P O RT

Peter's Pence supports

the Holy Father's

charity.

A substantial portion was invested, including in the London property at

the centre of a criminal conviction.

C O U RT  R E C O R D

The Church has no

worldly power.

It is a sovereign state with diplomatic immunity, UN standing, and

concordats binding national governments.

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY

14 Say versus do
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Celibacy is essential to the

priesthood.

Eastern Catholic churches in full communion ordain married men,

which makes it discipline rather than doctrine.

O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY

Accountability or theatre?
Last time the chair ran. In every national inquiry, individual priests
were laicized (formally returned to the lay state). Cardinal Law resigned as
Archbishop of Boston in 2002 under public pressure 44 , and in 2021 the
Holy See sanctioned two Polish bishops after Vos estis inquiries, though
both had already resigned 45 . No bishop is recorded on this page as
removed from office by Rome for the transferring itself.

Who holds the chair now. Diocesan bishops hold it, with sole corporate
authority and no external audit.

Prediction. The next revelation will come from a state prosecutor, the
response will be a new office with an advisory mandate, and the
corporation sole will remain untouched.
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Words used here

T E R M

W H AT  I T  M E A N S

I N S I D E W H AT  I T  D O E S S A I D  P L A I N LY

Scandal (as a

canonical

concept)

The harm done to the faith

of others by knowledge of a

wrong.

Its canonical use inverts ordinary meaning:

avoiding scandal has justified withholding

information about wrongdoing rather than

disclosing it. The wrong becomes less dangerous

than the knowledge of the wrong.

'Telling people about

this would do more

damage than the thing

itself.'

Pontifical

secret

The highest grade of

confidentiality in canon law,

formerly covering abuse

allegation processes.

Bound participants — including, in effect, those

who reported — to silence under threat of the

gravest penalties. Largely lifted in 2019, which

proves it could always have been lifted.

'Do not tell anyone,

including the police,

and the obligation is a

religious one.'

Diocesan bishops hold it,
with sole corporate authority
and no external audit.
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Prudence /

imprudent

Circumspection in

handling a difficult

matter.

The standard word in released files for

decisions to transfer rather than report. Its

effect in a document is to make concealment

read as care.

'We decided not to say

anything and would like

that recorded as wisdom.'

Filial

obedience

The devoted submission

owed to church

authority.

Frames the withdrawal of an objection as an act

of love rather than a defeat.

'Stop, and feel warm about

stopping.'

Sources for this section: 3  44  45

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Test one row yourself. Pick a "they say" line you have

actually heard said in person, then read the receipt.

If the record matches the statement, this page is

wrong about that row, and you should tell us. If it

doesn't, what does it mean that you had never seen

the receipt?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

What leaving actually costs here, in family, work, housing, money
and legal status, and how each of those costs is officially denied.
Where the cost is low, the page says so plainly.

What leaving costs
Leaving can bring excommunication and the denial of the sacraments,
and for the devout this is framed as risking eternal loss.

In strongly Catholic societies, leaving can break family and cultural
ties, and the annulment system decides whether a later marriage is
recognized.

Priests and members of religious orders who leave, or are laicized, can
lose their housing, their pension and their entire social world.

15 Cost & cover
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The ledger of exit

C O S T D O C U M E N T E D ? D E TA I L

T H E  O F F I C I A L

D E N I A L

Sacramental access Yes Denial of communion, absolution, marriage,

and Catholic burial

“Sacraments require

disposition, not

punishment.”

Family and cultural

loss

Often Strong social pressure in majority-Catholic

societies; family rupture over remarriage or

apostasy

“The Church only teaches;

families decide.”

Marriage legitimacy Yes Annulment tribunals control whether a

second marriage is recognized

“It's a finding of fact about

the first marriage.”

Livelihood (clergy

and religious)

Yes Loss of housing, stipend, pension, and entire

social world on departure

“Laicization is voluntary.”

How the cost is denied
C H A N N E L L E V E L N O T E

Explicit

policy

Low Canon law, catechism, and Vatican norms are published — much of the control is literally

codified.
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Informal

enforcement

Medium Parish-level social pressure supplements the written rules.

Leadership distance High Rome disclaims diocesan conduct; dioceses disclaim orders; orders disclaim individual

priests.

Doctrinal

ambiguity

Medium 'Pastoral discretion' allows the same rule to be enforced or waived depending on the

person.

Cultural

outsourcing

High Harm is attributed to national culture or 'that era' rather than structure.

Volunteer

enforcement

Medium Lay conservatives and parish networks police conformity informally.

Sacred secrecy Low Documented directly: canonical confidentiality in abuse processing was written

procedure. G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT

Exit cost denial Medium Formal apostasy has no penalty in law, while sacramental and family costs are real.
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Canon law, catechism,
and Vatican norms are
published — much of the
control is literally codified.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

For the devout, the cost of leaving is framed as

eternal: excommunication and the loss of the

sacraments. Even for those who stay, the annulment

system decides whether a second marriage counts. If

you are divorced and remarried, or love someone

who is, this is the section that explains why

communion depends on a tribunal.

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The balance sheet. It shows who benefits, who pays, and what
leverage flows back to the institution in return for what it gives.

16 The ledger
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Who benefits
The institution itself as a corporate person: sovereignty, diplomatic
status, legal immunities, and asset protection unavailable to any other
religion. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  ·  Lateran Treaty; Holy See UN observer status

Curial and diocesan officials benefit, holding office with accountability
that is internal only; diocesan bishops are asked to offer their
resignation at 75, and the pope decides whether to accept it 46 .

States that co-govern through concordats — e.g., Germany collects
billions annually in church tax on the Church's behalf. F I NAN C I AL

R E C O R D  ·  German Bishops' Conference — €6.75bn in 2025

Money out, leverage back
The Holy See is a sovereign state with UN observer status and
diplomatic immunity — the only religion on earth with them. It uses
that standing to lobby against reproductive and LGBTQ language in
international agreements, exercising state power that no other church
possesses and that no Catholic voted to grant. O F F I C I AL  P O L I CY  /

I N V E S T I G AT I V E  R E P O RT

Concordats bind national governments to Church privileges.
Germany collects church tax on the Church's behalf through the state
revenue system, and Austria enforces the churches' own contribution
through its civil courts — billions annually, with membership
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functioning as a tax status you must formally file to escape. O F F I C I AL

P O L I CY  ·  Kirchensteuer

Catholic hospital networks in secular healthcare systems decline to
provide contraception, sterilization, and in some cases emergency
obstetric intervention — meaning Church doctrine determines the
care available to non-Catholic patients who had no other hospital
within reach. This is the clearest live example of aid becoming leverage.

G OV E R N M E N T  R E P O RT  /  I N V E S T I G AT I V E  R E P O RT

Development and relief work in the Global South is substantial and
genuine. It has also been used to condition sexual-health messaging in
populations dependent on the clinic. ACAD E M I C  S O U RC E

Who pays
Children in Church-run institutions pay first, as multiple national
inquiries found.

Women pay, excluded from every decision-making office that governs
their bodies and marriages.

Divorced and remarried Catholics pay, because their standing depends
on tribunal outcomes.

LGBTQ members and their families pay.

Abuse survivors pay, having faced canonical secrecy, litigation and
asset-shielding.

Nuns and religious sisters pay, because their labor built institutions
they never governed. ACAD E M I C  S O U RC E

Sources for this section: 20  24  46
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Find yourself in this table. Are you among those

who benefit, those who pay, or both? Most readers

are both. The question is whether the exchange was

ever explained to you in these terms, and whether

you would agree to it if it had been.

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Where the weight lands hardest, and what it compounds with:
poverty, childhood, gender, a lack of civil alternatives. This is the
human stakes stated plainly.

17 Who gets hurt most
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Where the weight lands
The costs in section 15 do not fall evenly. They fall hardest where a person
has the least power inside the institution and the fewest places to go
outside it. The table names who carries the most, how, and what makes
it worse.

W H O H O W

W H AT  I T  C O M P O U N D S

W I T H

Children in

Church

institutions

The most heavily documented institutional harm in this

codex, established by national inquiries in Australia, France

and Ireland and by US state grand juries

Where the family's entire social and

educational world was the same

institution

Women Excluded from every office that governs their bodies,

marriages, and children's sacraments

With poverty, in jurisdictions where

Church-run hospitals are the only

provider

Divorced and

remarried

Catholics

Sacramental standing contingent on a tribunal of celibate

men

Where the first marriage was abusive

and the annulment turns on proving it

LGBTQ Catholics Doctrinally disordered, excluded from marriage, employed

under conduct clauses

For teachers and staff, whose

livelihood is the same institution

Religious sisters Decades of unpaid or nominally paid labor building assets

they never controlled

In old age, where congregational

pensions were never funded
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

National inquiries in Australia, France and
Ireland, and state grand juries in the United
States, established that children in Church
institutions carried the heaviest weight in
this whole book. If you went to Catholic

school, or your children do, the question is
not whether your parish is safe today. It is
whether you would know if it weren't. Who
would a child in your parish tell, and who
would that person be required to tell?

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The people in the middle: local clergy, teachers, officials and
volunteers who apply rules they did not write. The section exists
so that an institution is not collapsed into a monolith, and so that
people in the middle can see their own position in it.

Most of the institution's work is done below the bishop, by people who
see the decisions without making them. Parish priests, finance councils,
school staff, safeguarding officers and religious sisters each carry part of the
load, and each stands at one point where the next decision could be
declined. The table sets out what each tier does, what it sees, what it is
asked to do and where it could refuse.

18 The middle tiers
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R O L E D O E S S E E S

I S  A S K E D

T O C O U L D  R E F U S E

Parish priests Carries the entire

pastoral load and takes

the congregation's anger

The chancery's decisions

arriving as instructions

with no explanation

Defend policies

he had no part

in making

Read a diocesan letter

from the pulpit without

saying he does not agree

with it

Diocesan finance

councils and parish

finance committees

Review the accounts

canon law requires them

to review

Assessment demands,

litigation reserves, and

property transfers

Approve

without

publishing

Sign an annual report

the parish is not allowed

to read

Catholic school

principals and

teachers

Form children for

fourteen years

Which conduct clauses

are enforced against

whom

Apply morality

clauses

selectively

Dismiss a teacher for a

private matter the

institution overlooks in

others

Safeguarding

officers and lay

review boards

Receive and assess abuse

allegations, the single

most important role in

this entire profile

Whether their

recommendations survive

contact with the

chancery

Operate in an

advisory role

only

Serve on a board whose

findings the bishop may

decline to publish

Religious sisters Built and staffed the

hospitals and schools

That they governed none

of it

Accept church

oversight by

men they

trained

Transfer congregational

assets to diocesan

control

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

If you are a local leader, a teacher or a
volunteer, this section is about you. It is not
an accusation: most of the people who carry
out a rule did not write it. But the middle

tier is also where a rule is most often quietly
softened, or quietly enforced. Which do you
do, and what would happen to you if you
chose differently?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Named, dated, sourced incidents: court records, government
inquiries, regulators' findings and on-the-record reporting. Read
the outcome lines in particular. They show what actually
changed, if anything.

CIASE report on abuse in the French Church

W H E N :  October 2021

W H AT:  An independent commission established by the French bishops estimated

approximately 216,000 victims of clerical abuse since 1950, rising to around
330,000 including lay Catholic institutions. It found the institution had
systematically prioritized its own reputation and had used canonical
confidentiality to keep matters from civil authorities.

R E C O R D :  CIASE (Sauvé Commission) report, commissioned by the Church itself

O U T C O M E :  Bishops acknowledged institutional responsibility and established a
compensation body. The commission was created only after decades of external
pressure.

TA C T I C S :  12 · DARVO, 18 · Silent Treatment / Stonewalling, 25 · Spiritual Bypassing

19 Documented cases
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G R A D E :  D O C U M E N T E D

Conviction of Cardinal Becciu

W H E N :  December 2023

W H AT:  The Vatican's own criminal court convicted a cardinal of financial crimes in

connection with a London property investment funded partly through Peter's
Pence — donations members understood to be papal charity.

R E C O R D :  Vatican City State criminal court judgment

O U T C O M E :  The first trial and conviction of a cardinal by the Vatican's own court — now
being retried in part. In March 2026 the Vatican’s appeals court found procedural
errors and ordered a partial retrial, which began in June; the 2023 verdict stands
until it ends. It shows that the institution has a functioning criminal court, and
that it has never used it to convict a bishop for concealing abuse.

TA C T I C S :  18 · Silent Treatment / Stonewalling, 26 · Financial Control

G R A D E :  D O C U M E N T E D

State-collected church tax

W H E N :  Ongoing

W H AT:  Germany collects church tax through the state revenue system on behalf of
registered religious bodies, generating billions annually; Austria’s church
contribution is collected by the churches themselves but enforced through the
civil courts. Membership functions as a tax status, and leaving requires a formal
civil declaration.
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R E C O R D :  National tax law (published policy)

O U T C O M E :  The law is in force. It is a rare case where the exit procedure is literally a
government form, and where the institution's revenue depends on members not
filing it.

TA C T I C S :  26 · Financial Control

G R A D E :  C O D I F I E D

Sources for this section: 9  10  13  20

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

These are not hypotheticals. Three documented

cases on this page rest on a named record. The most

common reaction to documented cases is "that was

them, not us." Before settling on that, read the

outcome lines. Did anything change in the structure

that allowed each case to happen, or did one person

leave while the structure stayed?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

What has already been broken once, somewhere, and what would
count as real change here. It is a benchmark, not a prediction.

It has been broken before
W H AT W H O W H E N W H AT  I T  C O S T

The Boston Globe investigation and

the wave of inquiries that followed

Journalists and survivors,

against sustained legal

resistance

2002–

present

Years of litigation and personal cost

to survivors who testified

Vatican II's teaching on conscience

and religious liberty

Reforming bishops and

theologians inside the Council

1962–65 Decades of subsequent

institutional retrenchment

The CIASE report, commissioned by

the French bishops and published

unredacted

An independent commission

the Church itself created

under pressure

2021 Public estimate of 216,000 victims,

which the institution had to own

First criminal conviction of a cardinal

by the Vatican's own court (now

being retried in part)

Vatican prosecutors 2023 Demonstrated the court exists —

and has never convicted a bishop

for concealment

20 Precedent
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Promises on the record
C O M M I T M E N T M A D E S TAT U S N O T E

Catholic Church — 'zero

tolerance' and reporting to civil

authorities as global norm

2002 onward,

repeatedly

restated

Partial Policies exist in many jurisdictions; a binding, published,

globally enforced reporting requirement with a bishop

removed under it does not. The pontifical secret was

lifted for abuse cases in 2019, which is real and is the

strongest single entry in this row.

What would change this
page
A globally binding, published requirement to report allegations to civil
authorities — with a bishop actually removed under it — would revise the
accountability findings that currently anchor this page.

Sources for this section: 9  10  21
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Some rows here record a change that has already

happened somewhere; others name what would

count as change here. When you are told something

"can't change", it is fair to ask: can't, or won't? And

who decided?

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

People from inside Catholicism who raised the hard question
publicly, often at real cost. They answer the objection that
criticism only ever comes from outsiders.

Marie Collins. An Irish survivor who sat on the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of Minors and resigned in 2017, calling
the Curia's lack of cooperation "shameful" 35 .

21 Voices from inside
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Voice of the Faithful. A lay reform movement, it was founded in
2002 after the Boston revelations 28 .

The Sauvé Commission (CIASE). Chaired by Jean-Marc Sauvé and
commissioned by the French bishops themselves, it published its
findings in full 13 .

Survivors' networks. SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests, was founded in 1989, and its members forced much of the
record on this page into the open 26 .

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Were these people traitors, or the most loyal

members their tradition had? Most were treated as

the first at the time, and some are honored as the

second now. If someone in your community raised

one of these questions tomorrow, how would they

be treated, and by you?
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The same tradition under different governments. What a member
can say, leave, marry or inherit depends heavily on the state, and
these cards show how differently it plays out.

Ireland
A P E X :  The Archbishop of Dublin and the Irish Episcopal Conference — but the

operative authority since 2009 has been the state.

L AW:  The Ryan (2009) and Murphy (2009) Commissions, the Cloyne Report (2011),
and the Mother and Baby Homes Commission (2021) were statutory inquiries
with compulsion powers. Ireland now has mandatory reporting under the
Children First Act 2015 with no clergy exemption.

D O C U M E N T E D : Ryan documented systemic abuse across industrial and reformatory schools;
Murphy found the Dublin archdiocese had operated on a policy of avoiding
scandal and protecting assets. The Taoiseach's 2011 Dáil statement condemning
the Vatican was without precedent in Europe.

22 Regional variants
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E X I T:  Exit costs collapsed within a generation. Mass attendance fell from near-universal
to a minority practice; the social cost of leaving in urban Ireland is now close to
zero, and in some settings the reputational cost runs the other way.

R E G U L AT O R :  Reports of suspected child abuse go to Tusla, Ireland's Child and Family Agency.

Financial matters go to the Charities Regulator.

T E L L :  The clearest natural experiment in this codex: doctrine unchanged, exit costs
collapsed. What changed was disclosure and the state's willingness to compel it.

Poland
A P E X :  The Polish Bishops' Conference, operating with substantial political protection.

L AW:  No equivalent statutory commission. A 2019 state commission on paedophilia
was established with limited powers. Concordat arrangements and close
alignment with governing parties have historically constrained scrutiny.

D O C U M E N T E D : Independent documentary films — notably 'Tell No One' (2019), released two
months after the bishops published their first abuse figures — reached tens of
millions of viewers and did work no state inquiry had done.

E X I T:  Exit costs are still substantial in rural areas and among older generations. They

are falling rapidly among the young, where Polish secularisation is now among
Europe's fastest.

R E G U L AT O R :  Complaints go to prosecutors and to the state commission. Practical access has
been limited; this is one of the cards where the honest answer is that the compel
route is weak.

T E L L :  Journalism substituted for a statutory inquiry. That worked once and is not a
system.
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United States
A P E X :  The USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops), which is a

conference, not a superior; each diocesan bishop answers only to Rome.

L AW:  No federal inquiry. Accountability has run through state attorneys general (the
Pennsylvania grand jury, 2018, and inquiries announced by attorneys general in at
least fourteen states), civil litigation, and diocesan bankruptcies. Churches file no
Form 990.

D O C U M E N T E D : Boston (2002) established the documentary method. The Pennsylvania grand
jury named over 300 priests across six dioceses. Forty-four US dioceses and
religious organisations have filed for bankruptcy protection, 15 of those cases still
pending as of March 2026 11 , which has the effect of consolidating and capping
claims.

E X I T:  Exit costs are low in most of the country, and higher in dense ethnic-Catholic
communities and where schooling and employment are linked to the parish.

R E G U L AT O R :  State attorneys general are by a wide margin the most effective route in this
jurisdiction. State child-protection agencies also take reports. Many states still
exempt clergy from mandatory reporting.

T E L L :  Where a state AG opened a grand jury, records emerged. Where none did, none
did. The variable is one elected official's decision.

The Philippines
A P E X :  The Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines, in a country of roughly 86

million Catholics (78.8% of the 2020 census) with no divorce law 48 .
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L AW:  The Philippines is the only state other than Vatican City without divorce.
Church influence over reproductive-health legislation has been sustained and
documented across decades.

D O C U M E N T E D : The reproductive-health law fight (2012, upheld 2014) is the clearest documented

case in this codex of a religious body shaping a nation's health policy.

E X I T:  Exit costs are high, and materially different from the Western pattern: leaving
affects marriage, family standing, and in many provinces schooling and
employment.

R E G U L AT O R :  Legislation is a matter for Congress, and rights complaints go to the Commission

on Human Rights. Church financial disclosure is minimal and largely
unregulated.

T E L L :  Where a tradition is the majority, the accountability question stops being about
the institution and becomes about the legislature.

Sources for this section: 11  15  16  17  18  19  22  23  48
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

This page covers Ireland, Poland, the United States

and the Philippines. Your country changes what this

tradition can do to you, and what you can do about

it. If you live somewhere not listed, ask which of

these cards your country most resembles. If you are a

voter, note that each of these arrangements was

chosen by a government.

Ireland now has mandatory
reporting under the
Children First Act 2015
with no clergy exemption.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

The six questions the documented record could not resolve. Each
is set out below: why it is being asked, and a concrete example
already on this page that it points back to.

Q U E S T I O N  1  O F  6

If there was nothing to hide, why did it take a
government commission — not a synod, not a
pope — to produce the documents?

Why this is asked
"Nothing to hide" and "a government had to subpoena the documents"
cannot both be true. An institution with nothing to hide does not need
state power to produce its own records.

Example already on this page
France's CIASE report, Australia's Royal Commission and U.S. grand
juries each obtained internal Church documents through state authority.
None of them began with a synod or a papal inquiry acting first.

23 The questions
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Q U E S T I O N  2  O F  6

Why was a priest credibly accused of abusing
children moved to a new parish instead of handed
to police, and why has Rome never removed a
bishop, under a published rule, for doing the
moving?

Why this is asked
This question isolates one documented administrative decision,
reassignment instead of reporting, and asks why the officials who made it,
again and again, were not removed under any published rule.

Example already on this page
The say-do table sets "Zero tolerance for abuse, since 2002" beside national
inquiries whose own files documented transfers rather than reports, some
of them after 2002.

Q U E S T I O N  3  O F  6

The Church has a criminal court capable of
convicting a cardinal of financial crimes. Why has
it never used that court to convict a bishop of
covering up abuse?

Why this is asked
The Becciu conviction shows the capacity exists: a working criminal court
inside the Vatican that can convict a cardinal. So not using it for cover-ups
is a choice about priorities, not a limit of power.

Example already on this page
Cardinal Becciu was convicted of financial crimes by the Vatican's own
tribunal in 2023, the first cardinal tried there. A partial retrial
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began in 2026. No bishop has been convicted by that machinery for
concealing abuse.

Q U E S T I O N  4  O F  6

Why is a divorced woman denied communion
while the man who transferred her daughter's
abuser retired with honors?

Why this is asked
The question pairs two outcomes to expose an inconsistency. A private
choice, remarrying after divorce, carries a sacramental penalty. An
institutional choice, moving a known abuser, has not carried an
equivalent one.

Example already on this page
The cost section records that the annulment system controls whether a
remarriage is legitimate. The cases and inquiries on this page document
the transfers.

Q U E S T I O N  5  O F  6

If celibacy is spiritually necessary, why are
married Eastern Catholic priests validly
ordained? And if it is not necessary, what is it
actually for?

Why this is asked
This is a logic test. If a rule is spiritually necessary, there can be no valid
exception. If there are valid exceptions, the rule is a discipline, which is a
different and more honest thing to call it.
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Example already on this page
The branches section records that Eastern Catholic churches, in full
communion with Rome, ordain married men. Their sacraments are
recognized as valid.

Q U E S T I O N  6  O F  6

You were taught that criticizing the Church
harms the faith. Ask who benefits from you
believing that the institution and God are the
same thing.

Why this is asked
When criticizing the institution is treated as betraying God, the cost of
asking any question rises as high as it can go. The question asks you to
separate the two.

Example already on this page
The closing of this page's own questions section notes that millions of
Catholics forced the inquiries and ran survivor networks while keeping
their faith. The institution and the faith were separable for them.

In closing
The Church's own claim is that truth withstands examination — that
faith and reason cannot finally conflict. Take it at its word. A body
confident in its own holiness does not need canonical secrecy, does not
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need diplomatic immunity, and does not need you to stop reading. The
fact that it has used all three is not an argument against God. It is
information about an organization.

You can keep the Eucharist and lose your deference. Millions of Catholics
have — the ones who forced the inquiries, who ran the survivor networks,
who kept faith while refusing the men. That is not apostasy. On the
Church's own theology of conscience, it may be the most Catholic thing
available to you.

Sources for this section: 9  10

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Choose one question and ask it this month, out

loud, to a real person who could answer it. Then

write down what happened. Were you answered,

redirected, or told that asking was the problem?

Whichever it was, the response is information.



T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m L e a v i n g  s a f e l y  h e r e

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 136

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Practical, non-theological guidance for someone who needs
to step back or step away safely. It is a safety document, not
an argument.

Practical guidance, not legal advice.

1. In Germany, leaving is a formal declaration at the registry office or
local court, and it ends the church tax 20 .

2. Marriage. A civil divorce does not end a Catholic marriage in church
law; remarriage in the church requires an annulment from a church
tribunal 23 .

3. If you were abused, civil reporting is the first route — in Ireland even
what is said in confession must be reported 17 ; survivor networks can
help 26 27 .

4. Your records. Sacramental records (baptism, marriage) are kept
permanently in parish registers; leaving does not erase them.

5. Find support that is not run by the church 26 39 40 .

24 Leaving safely here
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Even if this section is not for you, it may be for

someone you know. Most people who leave a high-

demand community say that the first person who

listened without trying to argue them back mattered

more than anything else. Could that person be you?

In Germany, leaving is a
formal declaration at the
registry office or local court,
and it ends the church tax.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Organizations that can help, each checked directly against its own
site, with the date of the check. Nothing here is endorsed beyond
that check.

Checked 2026-09-27.

O R G A N I Z AT I O N F O R W H E R E C O N TA C T

SNAP Survivors of clergy abuse US and

international

Via website 26

One in Four Adults abused in childhood,

including by clergy

Ireland Via website 27

NAPAC Adult survivors of

childhood abuse

UK 0808 801 0331, Mon–Thu 10am–9pm,

Fri 10am–6pm, closed weekends 40

Childhelp Child abuse, now or in the

past

US 1-800-422-4453, 24/7 41

RAINN Sexual assault US 1-800-656-4673, 24/7 42

Recovering from

Religion

People questioning or

leaving faith

US, Canada and

online

(844) 368-2848 39

25 Where to get help
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Voice of the Faithful Catholics who are staying and pressing for reform US Via website 28

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Save one contact now, before anyone needs it: SNAP

(survivors of clergy abuse; US and international).

People in crisis rarely have the energy to research

options. Having a name ready is one of the most

useful things you can do for someone else.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

Every numbered citation on this page, with a named, checkable
source. Spot-check a few before trusting the rest; that is the honest
way to read any page in this book, including this one.

Church law and official Vatican records

1. Code of Canon Law — can. 1024

(only a baptized male validly receives

ordination); can. 1404 (the First See is

judged by no one). https://www.vatica

n.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/cic_ind

ex_en.html

2. Pope Francis, Vos estis lux mundi

(motu proprio, 7 May 2019) —

reporting duties for clergy abuse and

cover-up. https://www.vatican.va/cont

ent/francesco/en/motu_proprio/docu

ments/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-2

0190507_vos-estis-lux-mundi.html

3. Rescript abolishing the pontifical secret

for abuse cases (17 Dec 2019) —

Vatican News. https://www.vaticanne

ws.va/en/pope/news/2019-12/pope-ab

olishes-pontifical-secret-sexual-abuse-cl

ergy.html

4. Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith,

Fiducia supplicans (18 Dec 2023) —

non-liturgical blessings of couples in

irregular situations, including same-sex

couples; marriage unchanged. https://

www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congrega

tions/cfaith/documents/rc_ddf_doc_2

0231218_fiducia-supplicans_en.html

5. Vatican News, "New Church statistics

reveal growing Catholic population"

(Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae

2023, published 20 Mar 2025) —

1.406 billion Catholics. https://www.v

aticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/20

25-03/pontifical-yearbook-2025-priests

-religious-statistics.html
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6. Vatican News, "Challenges in time of

pandemic: APSA publishes its balance

sheet" (July 2021 — APSA's first

public financial statement, for 2020). h

ttps://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-

city/news/2021-07/challenges-in-time-

of-pandemic-apsa-publishes-its-balance

-sheet.html

7. Istituto per le Opere di Religione

(IOR) — annual reports, published

since 2013. https://www.ior.va/en/ann

ual-reports

8. Vatican News: Leo XIV elected 8 May

2025 by 133 cardinal-electors —

Vatican News. https://www.vaticanne

ws.va/en/pope/news/2025-05/cardinal-

elected-pope-papal-name.html

Courts

9. Vatican City State Tribunal, verdict of

16 Dec 2023 convicting Cardinal

Angelo Becciu (embezzlement,

aggravated fraud; 5 years 6 months) —

Euronews. https://www.euronews.co

m/2023/12/23/vatican-top-prosecutor

-appeals-watershed-fraud-verdict

10. Vatican Court of Appeal, ruling of 17

Mar 2026 — procedural errors; partial

retrial ordered from 22 June 2026; the

first-instance verdict remains in place

pending it — PBS/AP. https://www.p

bs.org/newshour/world/vatican-appeal

s-tribunal-declares-mistrial-in-trial-of-t

he-century-against-cardinal

11. Penn State Dickinson Law, Catholic

Dioceses in Bankruptcy (Prof. Marie T.

Reilly) — as of March 2026, 44 US

Catholic religious organisations

(dioceses and orders) have sought

chapter 11 protection; 29 cases have

concluded and 15 are pending. https://

insight.dickinsonlaw.psu.edu/bankrup

tcy/

12. Washington State Standard, "Judge

blocks WA requirement for priests to

report child abuse disclosed in

confession" (18 July 2025); state later

agreed not to enforce for confession-

only information. https://washingtons

tatestandard.com/2025/07/18/judge-b

locks-wa-requirement-for-priests-to-re

port-child-abuse-disclosed-in-confessio

n/
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Government inquiries

13. Commission indépendante sur les abus

sexuels dans l'Église (CIASE / Sauvé

Commission), final report, 5 Oct 2021

— ~216,000 victims of clergy since

1950; ~330,000 including lay staff of

Church institutions. https://www.cias

e.fr/rapport-final/

14. Royal Commission into Institutional

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse

(Australia), Final Report, Volume 16:

Religious institutions (Dec 2017). http

s://www.childabuseroyalcommission.g

ov.au/sites/default/files/final_report_-

_volume_16_religious_institutions_bo

ok_1.pdf

15. Pennsylvania Office of Attorney

General, 40th Statewide Investigating

Grand Jury Report (Aug 2018) — 301

priests, six dioceses. https://www.inqui

rer.com/philly/news/catholic-church-cl

ergy-sex-abuse-read-the-full-grand-jury-

report-20180814.html (full report, as

published by the Philadelphia

Inquirer)

16. Ireland: Report of the Commission to

Inquire into Child Abuse (Ryan, 2009);

Report into the Catholic Archdiocese of

Dublin (Murphy, 2009); Cloyne Report

(2011); Final Report of the Commission

of Investigation into Mother and Baby

Homes (2021) — Irish Department of

Justice. https://www.bishop-accounta

bility.org/reports/2009_11_26_Murph

y_Report/ (Murphy Report full text)

17. Children First Act 2015 (Ireland) —

mandated reporting to Tusla; no

confessional exemption. https://www.i

rishstatutebook.ie/eli/2015/act/36/ena

cted/en/html

18. NPR, "Pennsylvania Grand Jury

Investigation … May Set New

Precedent" (Sept 2018) — attorneys

general in 14 states and DC opened

inquiries. https://www.npr.org/2018/

09/04/644617921/pennsylvania-grand

-jury-investigation-into-clergy-sex-abus

e-may-set-new-preceden
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19. Catholic World Report, "Polish

bishops release 'tragic' report on sexual

abuse" (15 Mar 2019 — 382 clergy, 625

victims). https://www.catholicworldre

port.com/2019/03/15/polish-bishops-

release-tragic-report-on-sexual-abuse/

Finance, society and scholarship

20. German Bishops' Conference, church-

tax statistics for 2025 — €6.75bn

(2024: €6.63bn) — EWTN

Deutschland. https://ewtn.de/2026/0

7/09/deutsche-bistuemer-nehmen-675

-milliarden-euro-durch-kirchensteuer-e

in/

21. Boston Globe Spotlight investigation

(January 2002) — archive of the series

at BishopAccountability.org. https://w

ww.bishop-accountability.org/news/20

02_01_06_Rezendes_ChurchAllowed.

htm

22. Supreme Court of the Philippines,

Imbong v. Ochoa (8 Apr 2014) — the

Reproductive Health Act of 2012

upheld in the main. https://lawphil.ne

t/judjuris/juri2014/apr2014/gr_20481

9_2014.html

23. TIME, "The Long Fight to Legalize

Divorce in the Philippines" (2026) —

the only state besides Vatican City

without divorce; bill stalled in the

Senate. https://time.com/7342782/phi

lippines-divorce-illegal-congress-bills-ca

tholic-church-annulment-womens-righ

ts/

24. Holy See Permanent Observer Mission

to the UN (observer status since 1964).

https://holyseemission.org/

25. Encyclopaedia Britannica, "Roman

Catholicism" — chronology (Second

Lateran Council 1139; Trent 1545–63;

Vatican I 1870; Lateran Treaty 1929;

Vatican II 1962–65; the Index

abolished 1966). https://www.britanni

ca.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism
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Where to get help

26. SNAP — Survivors Network of those

Abused by Priests (US). https://snapne

twork.org/

27. One in Four (Ireland — counselling for

adults abused in childhood). https://w

ww.oneinfour.ie/

28. Voice of the Faithful (lay reform

movement, founded 2002). https://ww

w.votf.org/

Further sources

29. katholisch.de, "Katholische Kirche in

Deutschland verzeichnet Minus bei

Kirchensteuer" (2023: €6.51bn; 2022:

€6.84bn). https://katholisch.de/artike

l/54584-katholische-kirche-in-deutschl

and-verzeichnet-minus-bei-kirchensteu

er

30. katholisch.de, "Katholische Kirche

verzeichnet leichtes Plus bei

Kirchensteuer" (2024). https://katholis

ch.de/artikel/62823-katholische-kirche

-verzeichnet-leichtes-plus-bei-kirchenst

euer

31. Kirche-und-Leben.de, "Kirchensteuer:

Minus 330 Millionen Euro für

deutsche katholische Kirche" (2021:

€6.73bn baseline). https://www.kirche

-und-leben.de/artikel/kirchensteuer-ka

tholische-kirche-deutschland-minus-ru

eckgang-330-millionen-euro

32. Catholic Standard, "Vatican sees slight

increase in donations to pope's charity

fund" (Peter's Pence 2023: €48.4m). ht

tps://www.cathstan.org/us-world/vatic

an-sees-slight-increase-in-donations-to-

popes-charity-fund

https://snapnetwork.org/
https://snapnetwork.org/
https://www.oneinfour.ie/
https://www.oneinfour.ie/
https://www.votf.org/
https://www.votf.org/
https://katholisch.de/artikel/54584-katholische-kirche-in-deutschland-verzeichnet-minus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/54584-katholische-kirche-in-deutschland-verzeichnet-minus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/54584-katholische-kirche-in-deutschland-verzeichnet-minus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/54584-katholische-kirche-in-deutschland-verzeichnet-minus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/62823-katholische-kirche-verzeichnet-leichtes-plus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/62823-katholische-kirche-verzeichnet-leichtes-plus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/62823-katholische-kirche-verzeichnet-leichtes-plus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://katholisch.de/artikel/62823-katholische-kirche-verzeichnet-leichtes-plus-bei-kirchensteuer
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/kirchensteuer-katholische-kirche-deutschland-minus-rueckgang-330-millionen-euro
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/kirchensteuer-katholische-kirche-deutschland-minus-rueckgang-330-millionen-euro
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/kirchensteuer-katholische-kirche-deutschland-minus-rueckgang-330-millionen-euro
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/kirchensteuer-katholische-kirche-deutschland-minus-rueckgang-330-millionen-euro
https://www.cathstan.org/us-world/vatican-sees-slight-increase-in-donations-to-popes-charity-fund
https://www.cathstan.org/us-world/vatican-sees-slight-increase-in-donations-to-popes-charity-fund
https://www.cathstan.org/us-world/vatican-sees-slight-increase-in-donations-to-popes-charity-fund
https://www.cathstan.org/us-world/vatican-sees-slight-increase-in-donations-to-popes-charity-fund


T h e  S a c r e d  D i v i d e  ·  C a t h o l i c i s m S o u r c e s

n o b l e f a t h e r c r e a t i o n s . c o m / f a i t h 147

33. EWTN News, "Peter's Pence collected

more than 54 million euros for the

pope's mission in 2025". https://www.

ewtnnews.com/vatican/peter-s-pence-c

ollected-more-than-54-million-euros-to

-the-pope-s-mission-in-2025

34. The Pillar, "Vatican budget black hole

swallows Peter's Pence". https://www.p

illarcatholic.com/p/vatican-budget-bla

ck-hole-swallows

35. Vatican Radio, "Marie Collins resigns

from Commission for Protection of

Minors" (1 Mar 2017). https://www.ar

chivioradiovaticana.va/storico/2017/0

3/01/marie_collins_resigns_from_com

mission_for_protection_of_minors/en

-1295762

36. Catholic World Report, "The 23

Eastern Catholic Churches: Ancient

traditions in communion with Rome"

(Sept 2026). https://www.catholicworl

dreport.com/2026/09/20/the-23-easte

rn-catholic-churches-ancient-traditions

-in-communion-with-rome/

37. Congregation for Bishops, decree

remitting the excommunications of the

four SSPX bishops (21 Jan 2009) —

Catholic Culture library. https://www.

catholicculture.org/culture/library/vie

w.cfm?recnum=8730

38. Pope Francis, Ad charisma tuendum

(motu proprio, 14 July 2022) — Opus

Dei. https://www.vatican.va/content/fr

ancesco/en/motu_proprio/document

s/20220714-motu-proprio-ad-charism

a-tuendum.html

39. Recovering from Religion — helpline

(844) 368-2848. https://www.recoveri

ngfromreligion.org/

40. NAPAC — support line 0808 801

0331. https://napac.org.uk/calling-our-

support-line/

41. Childhelp National Child Abuse

Hotline — 1-800-422-4453. https://ch

ildhelphotline.org/

42. RAINN — National Sexual Assault

Hotline, 1-800-656-4673. https://rain

n.org/learn-about-rainn/contact-us/

43. Respicio & Co., "Legal Effect of

Church Annulment on Civil Marriage

in Philippines" — a church annulment

has no civil effect; spouses remain

married in law until a civil court

declares the marriage void or annuls it

under the Family Code. https://www.r

espicio.ph/commentaries/legal-effect-o

f-church-annulment-on-civil-marriage-

in-philippines
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44. CNN, "Pope accepts Cardinal Law's

resignation" (13 Dec 2002) — Cardinal

Bernard Law resigned as Archbishop of

Boston after months of pressure over

priests he had reassigned. https://www.

cnn.com/2002/LAW/12/13/church.se

x.abuse/

45. Catholic World Report, "Vatican

sanctions two Polish bishops after 'Vos

estis' investigations" (29 Mar 2021) —

Archbishop Sławoj Głódź and Bishop

Edward Janiak, who had both resigned

in 2020, were sanctioned after inquiries

into negligence in abuse cases. https://

www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/0

3/29/vatican-sanctions-two-polish-bish

ops-after-vos-estis-investigations/

46. Code of Canon Law, can. 401 §1 — a

diocesan bishop who has completed his

seventy-fifth year is requested to

present his resignation to the Supreme

Pontiff. https://www.vatican.va/archiv

e/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/ci

c_lib2-cann368-430_en.html

47. John Jay College of Criminal Justice,

The Causes and Context of Sexual

Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests in

the United States, 1950–2010 (2011),

commissioned by the US bishops —

found that celibacy was not a cause of

the abuse crisis. https://www.votf.org/

wp-content/uploads/John_Jay_Causes

_and_Context_Report.pdf

48. Philippine Statistics Authority,

Religious Affiliation in the Philippines

(2020 Census of Population and

Housing) — 85.6 million Roman

Catholics, 78.8% of the household

population. https://psa.gov.ph/conten

t/religious-affiliation-philippines-2020-

census-population-and-housing
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

Don't take this page's word for anything either.

People tend to believe a claim more the more often

they have heard it, whether or not it is true; this is

the "illusory truth effect" (Hasher, Goldstein &

Toppino, 1977). Spot-check three citations at

random. If any fails, tell us, and it will be corrected

and logged.

B E F O R E  Y O U  R E A D

A dated log of what changed on this page: corrections, additions
and new sources. Changes are logged in public rather than
made quietly.

27 What changed on this page
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2026-10-03: Reworded the page's central question, which Cardinal
Law's 2002 resignation had answered in part, and narrowed the claim
about bishops and removal to what the sources support; corrected the
bankruptcy figure (44 have filed, 15 cases are still pending); stopped
describing the US grand juries as a national inquiry; corrected the
Philippines row (a church annulment has no civil effect there) and the
Catholic population figure; replaced two overstated claims about
celibacy and bishops' tenure; regraded seven techniques and removed
seven unsupported "sourced" markers, so the page now counts four
techniques sourced to a named document; removed a technique that
did not fit from the church-tax case; added NAPAC's opening hours
and six new sources.

2026-09-27: Checked against the sources and corrected: Becciu's
partial retrial (2026); the Polish bishops' figures came before Tell No
One; 44 US dioceses and orders in bankruptcy; APSA disclosures since
2021; church tax €6.75bn (2025); Catholic population 1.4 billion.

2026-09-27: Added Branches, Law & state, Money in numbers
(church-tax chart, Peter's Pence), Voices from inside, Leaving safely
and Where to get help.

W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S  T O  Y O U

This page keeps a public log of its own changes,

mistakes included. Does the institution you belong

to, give to, or were raised in keep one like it? If not,

how would you know what it got wrong, and when?
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tagged for accessibility and checked against PDF/UA-1 with veraPDF. Built 2026-10-27. Text
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